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GiRiS

Mart 2011'de Suriye'de baslayan savastan en cok etkilenen
ulkelerin basinda Turkiye'nin geldigine dair pek ¢ok somut neden
ve @gorus bulunmaktadir. Basta sinir kentleri olmak Gzere,
neredeyse Turkiye'nin tamami bu slregte savastan kacan
insanlarin sigindiklan birer guvenli liman olmustur. Bilhassa
Gaziantep, hem Suriye sinirinda yer almasindan hem de tarihsel
acidan Halep'le olan ticari ve kultirel iliskilerinden dolayi
yuzbinlerce Suriyelinin ilk ugrak noktalarindan birisi olmustur. Bu
stre zarfinda, Turkiye'ye gelen Suriyelilerin 6nemli bir boliminin
yolu Gaziantep'ten ge¢mistir.

Gaziantep Valiligi il Géc¢ idaresi'nin Mayis 2018 verilerine
gore Turkiye'deki kayith Suriyelilerin sayisi 3 Milyon 586 bin
679'dur. Bu sayinin Tirkiye nafusuna orani ise % 4.44'tir.
Gaziantep'te ise kayitl 384 Bin 290 Suriyeli bulunmaktadir. Bu,
Gaziantep nufusunun % 19.16'si gibi oldukca yuksek ve dnemli
bir oranina karsilik gelmektedir. Cok genel bir deyisle, resmi
rakamlar bize, Gaziantep'te iste, sokakta, carsida karsilastigimiz
her 5 kisiden 71'inin Suriyeli oldugunu gostermektedir. Cok
dinamik ve degisken bir nifusla karsi karsiya oldugumuz hesaba
katildiginda bu oranin daha yiksek olmasini bekleyebiliriz.

Butlin bu demografik, kulttrel, ekonomik, insani ve politik
gerceklige ragmen, genelde Turkiye'de, 6zelde ise Gaziantep'te
yasayan Suriyelilere dair arastirmalarin oldukca dar kapsamli ve
sinirli oldugu, bu alanda ¢alisan bilim insanlarinin dikkat cektigi
hususlarin basinda gelmektedir. Buradan hareketle, Gaziantep
Universitesi, Sosyoloji  Bélimi  bu  boslugu bir nebze
kapatabilmek adina kapsamli bir calisma yGritme karar aldi.
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Kasim 2017'de planlanan bu saha arastirmasi, Tirkce ve
Arapca iki nisha seklinde Yapilandiriimis Goértisme Formlarinin
hazirlanmasiyla birlikte, gerekli izinler icin Gaziantep Valiligi'ne
muracaat edildi. Valiligin 1 Aralik 2017 tarihli resmi izni alindiktan
sonra Sosyoloji Bolumu lisans dgrencilerinden olusan 2'ser kisilik
arastirma ekiplerine, buyudk cogunlugu Suriyeli Universite
dgrencisi olan, birer Arapca tercimanin katilmasiyla 98 tane saha
arastirma grubu kuruldu. Her saha arastirma grubu iki yuksek
lisan 6grencisi ve bir 6gretim Uyesinden olusan 6 birime dahil
edildi. Bu sekilde orgutlenen gruplar Aralik 2017'nin ikinci
haftasindan itibaren veri toplama slrecini baslatmis oldular.
Yaklasik Gc¢ hafta sliren gortsmelerin ardindan 31 Aralik 2017
tarihi itibariyle sahadaki gorismeler ve veri toplama sureci
tamamlanmis oldu.

Orneklem grubu secilme sirecinde mimkin mertebe
Gaziantep kent merkezindeki tim mahallelerde 20'ser anket
yapilmasi planlandi. Olusturulan saha gruplarinin mahallelere
gore az olmasi tim mahallelere ulasmanin mumkin olmadigini
ortaya koydu. Bunun Uzerine mimkin mertebe alt, orta ve Ust
gelir gruplarinin yasadigi mahallelerden temsillerin bulundugu bir
orneklem olusturulmaya calisildi. Boylece grup basina 20 anket
ve bu anketlerin uygulanacagi bir ya da iki mahalle belirlendi.
Suriyeli ndfusun yogun yasadigi bazi mahallelerde ise birden
fazla grup gorevlendirildi. Boylece bu mahallelerde daha fazla
veri toplama imkani oldu. Ote yandan bazi mahallelerde Suriyeli
ailelerin az olmasi, buralarda yapilan anket sayilarini asagi ¢ekti.
Dolayisiyla grup basina 20 anket kotasi uygulanamadi. Ayrica
arastirma herhangi bir kurum ya da kurulus tarafindan
fonlanmamis, projede gorev alan herkes gondllik esasina gore
calismistir. Sonug olarak Gaziantep Sehitkamil ve Sahinbey
merkez ilcelerdeki toplam 190 mahalleden (koyler harig)
129'unda, haneleri ya da aileleri temsil eden 1824 kisiyle 79 soru
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ve degisik secenekleri iceren yapilandiriimis soru formlariyla yiz
ylze gorusmeler yapildi. Boylece asagidaki haritada yansitilan
dagilim elde edilmis oldu.

Arastirmanin genel demografik o6rintiden, is, calisma,
uyum ve beklentiler konusuna degin pek cok bashgr icermesi
nedeniyle kapsam, detay ve cesitlilik bakimindan 6nemli bir
boslugu dolduracagi muhakkaktir. Arastirmanin, Her ne kadar
Suriyeli multecilerin durumunu agiga ¢ikarma gibi 6ncelikli bir
hedefi olsa da, Gaziantep Universitesi'nin degisik bdlim ve
faklltelerinde  okuyan  Suriyeli  6grencilerle  bolimuimiz
dgrencilerinin kaynasmasini ve tanismasini saglamak gibi ikincil
bir hedefi de olmustur. Nitekim saha arastirmasina katilan btin
ogrencilerin  katihmiyla  Mart 2018'de  dizenlenen ‘Saha
Deneyimlerini Paylasma Toplantisi'nda 6grenciler arasinda bir
kaynasmanin oldugu ortaya c¢ikmistir. Bunun, zamanla birbirini
yabanc  goren diger ogrencileri de cesaretlendirmesi
beklenmektedir.

Saha arastirmasinin detayl tablolarindan da anlasilacagi
Uzere, pek cok soru ve baslikta Gaziantep'te yasayan Suriyelilerin
genel ozelliklerini ortaya koymak amaclanmistir. Turkiye'ye ya da
Gaziantep’e gelmeden 6nce Suriye'de yasadiklar bélge ve sosyal
ortamlar 6grenmekle baslayan calisma, Suriyelilerin Gaziantep'te
veya Turkiye'de gecirdigi surelerin dagilimlarini icermektedir.
Sonrasinda, Suriyelilerin  birey ve hane bazindaki genel
demografik orlntulerine vurgu yapilmaktadir. Arastirmada yas ve
cinsiyet dagilimlar, medeni durum, sahip olunan ¢ocuk sayisi gibi
veriler de vyer almaktadir. Calismada hane yapilari, hanede
yasayan aile ve cocuk sayisi, Gaziantep'te dogan cocuk sayisi ve
akrabalik durumlarina yonelik sorular da bulunmaktadir. Go¢ ve
multecilik olgusunda, dayanisma aglari ve oruntulerinin dnemine
binaen, Suriyelilerin Gaziantep kent merkezindeki ve disindaki
akrabalik iliskilerini anlamak icin sorular sorulmustur. Savasin
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yarattigi sonuclar sadece go¢ ve vyer degistirmeyle sinirli
olmadigindan, hanelerde her turlt engelli ve yash nifusun verileri
de toplanmaya calisilmistir. Calismada, Suriyelilerin yasadigi
konutlarin fiziksel 6zelliklerinden sahiplik durumuna kadar pek
cok soruyu iceren sosyo-ekonomik durumun genel bir tasviri yer
almaktadir. Hanelerin kira dahil, gelir ve gider kompozisyonlarina
yonelik soru ve grafikler de yer almaktadir. Gundelik hayat
icerisinde alis-veristen Gaziantep’teki mekanlarda bulunma
durumuna kadar, Suriyelilerin kentle ve kentsel hayatla iliskilerini
ortaya koymayr hedefleyen sorular da sorulmustur. Gog¢ ve
multecilik olgusunda diger énemli basliklardan birisi de, is ve
calisma hayatiyla kurulan iliskilerdir ve arastirmada bunu
anlamaya yoénelik sorular bulunmaktadir. Ozellikle miiltecilik
olgusunda, zor kosullar altinda yasayan insanlara yapilan
yardimlar da 6nemli bir yer tutar ve bu arastirmada bununla ilgili
sorular da bulunuyor. Gaziantep'te tutunmaya ve yasamaya
calisan hanelerin ya da ailelerin hayatta kalma stratejilerini
anlamaya yarayacak sorular da sorulmustur. Yine calismada,
Suriyelilerin  gundelik  hayatta Gazianteplilerle  kurduklari
komsuluk, arkadashk ya da is iliskilerinin anlasilmasini saglayacak
sorular bulunmaktadir. Turkiye vatandaslgi tartismalarina cevap
olacak, mevcut durum ve egilimleri ortaya koyacak sorular
sorulmustur. Ote yandan egitim meselesinin dnemini akilda
tutarak Suriyeli nifusun genel egitim kompozisyonunu aciklayici
sorular sorulmustur. Yine sosyo-kulturel iliskiler, toplumsal
hareketlilik, evlilik, komsuluk, egitim gibi basliklar icin detayl
sorular yer almakta. Arastirmanin sonlarina dogru, Gaziantep'teki
Suriyelilerin devletin her turld resmi kurumlariyla olan iliskileri
anlasilmaya calisiimakta ve bu minvalde sorular bulunmaktadir.
Su hususun altini 6zellikle cizmek gerekmektedir: Gaziantep
gibi milteci ve go¢ olgusunun bitin agirhgiyla yasandigr ve
hissedildigi bir kentte, Sosyoloji Boliminin yillardir sahip oldugu
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gozlem ve arastirmalarini  birlestirerek  bu  arastirmayi
gerceklestirmis olmasi 6nemlidir. Gaziantep'te yasayan ve miuilteci
hareketliligini son yedi yildir goézlemleyen ve bu surecleri
anlamaya calisan Sosyoloji Boliminin, bir tir ‘iceriden’ yani
olayin merkezinde yasiyor sayilabilecek derecede yogun ve uzun
bir soru formuyla bu arastirmayi gerceklestirmis olmasi, ayrica
onem arz etmektedir.

Bu saha arastirmasinin gerceklestirilmesinde,
uygulanmasinda ve sonuclarinin  paylasilmasinda destek ve
yardimlarini  esirgemeyen,  Gaziantep  Valisi  Sayin  Ali
YERLIKAYA'ya, Gaziantep Universitesi Rektéri Sayin Prof. Dr. Ali
GUR'e, Gaziantep Universitesi Rektér Yardimcisi Sayin Prof. Dr.
Sehmus DEMIR'e, Gaziantep Universitesi Rektér Yardimcisi Sayin
Prof. Dr. Metin BEDIR'e, Fen-Edebiyat Fakiiltesi Dekani Sayin Prof.
Dr. Hilya ARSLAN EROL'a siikranlarimizi sunariz.
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ARASTIRMA SAHASI'
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! Gaziantep BuyUksehir kent merkezinde saha arastirmasinin yapildigi mahallelerin
harita gizimleri ve gosterdigi dayanisma igin Kent Plancisi ve Kalkinma Uzmani Serhat
KARADUMAN'a tesekkri borg biliriz.
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Sekil 3: Yillara Gore Tiirkiye'ye Gelen Suriyeliler
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Sekil 4: Gaziantep'te Bulunma Siireleri

Suriye'deki savasin durumuna paralel olarak 2011-2013
yillari arasinda Suriyeli nifusun Turkiye'ye girisi hizlanmis, 2013
yilindan sonra bu akis hizi dismeye baslamistir. Gaziantep'te
bulunduklari  sureler g6z o6nune alindiginda go6rismeye
katilanlarin buyuk ¢cogunlugunun ilk yerlestikleri yerin Gaziantep
oldugu ortaya cikmaktadir.
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Fotograf: Kemal Vural Tarlan

DEMOGRAFIK BULGULAR

Sekil 5: Niifusun Cinsiyet Dagilimi
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Gortsmelerin cogunun hanelerde gerceklestirilmis olmasi,
arastirmanin gundiz ve oOzellikle is saatlerinde yapilmasi
nedeniyle drneklemdeki kadin nifusu daha fazla olmustur.
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Sekil 6: Yas Dagilimi
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Sekil 7: Cinsiyete Gore Yas Dagilimi
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Gorusulen kisilerin ortalama yasi 36,4'tir. Gaziantep'te
gorustugumuz Suriyelilerin % 83,5'inin 50 yas altinda oldugu
gorulmektedir. Bu da oldukca genc¢ bir nufusla karsi karsiya
oldugumuzu gosteriyor.

% 90 - 85,3
80 -
70 -
60 -
50 -
40 -
30 -
20 -

10,4
10 7 - 315 9
0 T T 1
Evli Bekar Esini Kaybetmis Bosanmis
Sekil 8: Medeni Durum
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Sekil 9: Hanedeki Cocuk Sayisi
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Hanelerde bulunan yahut goristigumuz kisilerin ortalama
cocuk sayisi 4,2'dir. Bu oran bolge ortalama oranina (4) yakin,
Turkiye geneli oranlarindan (2) yuiksektir.

Sekil 10: Tiirkiye’de Dogan Cocugu Olan Aileler
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Sekil 11: Hanede Tiirkiye’de Dogan Cocuk Sayisi
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Sekil 12: Her Hanede Yasayan Aile Sayisi

Gortsme yapilan yaklasik %30 hanede birden fazla aile bir
arada yasiyor. Bu da Suriyeli nifusun yasadigi zor kosullar
hakkinda bize bir fikir veriyor.
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Sekil 13: Hanede Yasayan Kisi Sayisi

Yine ayni dogrultuda ilerledigimizde, bir hanede yasayan
ortalama kisi sayisi 6,6'dir. Bu da Suriyelilerin hane buyukliginin
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TUIK 2017 verilerine goére Turkiye ortalamasi olan 3,4'Un
neredeyse iki kati oldugunu gostermektedir.

Var
79%

Sekil 14: Gaziantep'te Yasayan Akrabalar

Suriyeli yaklasik her dort aileden tctnin en az bir akrabasi
Gaziantep'te yasiyor. Bu, Suriyeli nufusun hem geleneksel
dayanisma orintilerini, hem de birbirine yakin yerlerden
geldigini gostermektedir.
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Sekil 15: Gaziantep'te Yasayan Akraba Sayisi
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Gaziantep'teki Suriyelilerin yaklasik % 80'inin Gaziantep'te
akrabasi bulunmaktadir. Akraba sayisi 1 ila 4 arasinda olan
Suriyelilerin orani %85'tir.

Sekil 16: Gaziantep Disinda Yasayan Akraba

Benzer sekilde Suriyelilerin yaklasik % 70'inin Gaziantep
disinda da yasayan akrabalari bulunuyor.

ENGELLILIK

Sekil 17: Engelli Birey Bulunan Aileler
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Sekil 18: Engellilik Durumuna Gore Engelli Orani

Gaziantep'te yasayan Suriyeliler arasinda engelli bireylere
iliskin veriler Suriyelilerin go¢ etmeden 6nceki yasam kosullarina
ait dnemli ipuclan sunmaktadir. Savas ve siddet sarmalinin
icinden gelen bir nifus distnildiginde, yaralanma, uzuv kaybi
vs. gibi sebeplere bagl engellilik turlerinin yutksek ¢ikmasi
beklenen bir sonuctur. BM kaynaklarina goére sicak savasin
yasanmakta oldugu Ulkelerde engellilik orani %25e kadar
ctkmaktadir. Sicak savasin  sebebiyet verdigi ileri duzey
yaralanmalar ve elverissiz saglik hizmetleri engelliligin baslica
nedeni (%32) olarak siralanabilir fakat bunun yani sira kultdr,
saglik, beslenme, egitim gibi bircok faktorin engellilik oraninin
artisina neden oldugu goérulmektedir.

Yine, bu bulgular cercevesinde bakildiginda %27-%40 arasi
dogustan gelen, %601 sonradan olusan engellilik durumlarinin
oldugu gorulebilir. Bir diger 6nemli gosterge de yasliiga bagh
engellilik disinda diger tim kategorilerde erkek engelliliginin
kadin engelliliginden daha fazla olusudur.



Gaziantep’teki Suriyeliler

17

%

SOSYO-EKONOMIiK DURUM
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Sekil 19: Konut Durumu
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Sekil 20: Suriyelilerin Kaldiklari Konut Tipi
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Sekil 21: Konut Biiyiikliigti

Suriyeli ndfusun neredeyse tamamina yakini kirada
oturmaktadir. Ve yine blytk bir cogunlugu (%55) gecekondu ev
ya da depolarda kalmaktadir. Suriyeli nifusun yasadigi evlerin
blaylk cogunlugu 2 veya 3 g6z odaldir. Fakat genel sinifsal
kompozisyonu gosterecek sekilde en alt gelir grubundan
varsayacagimiz % 10’'luk kesim, -ki, bu da Gaziantep'teki yaklasik
400 bin Suriyelinin yaklasik 40 Binini temsil ediyor- 1 g6z odali
yerlerde yasarken, yine % 12'lik kesim 4 g6z odal evlerde kaliyor.
Fakat burada dikkat edilmesi ve izah edilmesi gereken husus, 4
odali evlerde kalan butin ailelerin orta-tst siniflari temsil
etmeyebilecedi hatta birden fazla ailenin bir hanede yasiyor
olabilecegidir. Zaten oda sayisiyla hanede yasayan aile sayisina
dikkat ettigimizde sonu¢ daha net anlasilir olmaktadir.
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Sekil 22: Aylik Ortalama Kira Gideri

Suriyelilerin  neredeyse tamaminin kirada oturdugu bir
durumda, bir hanenin ortalama aylik kira gideri de 6nemli bir
kalem olmaktadir. Bu anlamda, Suriyelilerin % 57'si ayda ortalama
500 TL kira 6demektedir. Neredeyse % 99'u 1000 TL'den az kira
oduyor. Bu da bu nifusun yasadigi kosullari daha da
belirginlestiriyor.
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Sekil 23: Aile Gideri
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Tablodan da anlasilacagi Gzere, Gaziantep'teki Suriyelilerin
en ¢ok zorlandiklarr gider, kira ve fatura 6demeleridir (elektrik, su,
Isinma vs.). Egitim harcamalarinin bitceyi en az zorlayan kalem
olmasi;, bu harcamalarin, zaten =zor kosullarda yasayan
Suriyelilerin  birinci  6nceligi olmamasindan ileri gelmektedir.
Diger bir etken de, asagidaki grafiklerde de gorilecegi Uzere,
cocuklarin devlet okullarina gitmesi ve 6zel okullara giden
Suriyeli cocuk sayisinin cok minimum dizeyde kalmasidir.
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Sekil 24: Giinliik Ahsverisler icin Kullanilan Mekanlar

Suriyelilerin, 6zellikle mahalle bakkali ve semt pazarlarini
tercih  etmeleriyle sosyo-kultirel durumlar arasinda bir
korelasyonun oldugu goéze carpmaktadir. Zira AVM'lerin az yer
tutmasiyla gelir arasinda anlamh  bir iliskinin  oldugu
gorilmektedir.
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Hayir
4%

Evet
96%

Sekil 25: Suriye’ye Ozgii Yerel Uriinlerin Erisilebilirligi

Gaziantep'te Suriyelilerin olusturdugu bir dran tedarik
sisteminin varligi da go6ze carpmaktadir ya da Suriyeli ntfusun
kendi ticari aglarini (fazla biyuk hacimli olmasa da 6zellikle temel
tuketim maddelerinde) olusturdugu sdylenebilir.

% 100,0
90,0
80,0
70,0
60,0
50,0
40,0
30,0
20,0 9.2
10,0

! 3 1,3
0,0 -

Yok Araba Minibis Diger

Sekil 26: Arac Sahipligi

89,1

Beklenildigi gibi, Suriyeli nufusta arag¢ sahipligi minimum
dizeydedir. Binek araba sahipliginin de c¢ok dusik oranda
oldugunu belirtmekte yarar var.
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Sekil 27: Uzmanlik Sertifikasi ya da Diploma Sahipligi

Suriyeli nifusun, ozellikle de alt gelir dizeyindeki nifusun,
yaklasik % 88'inin herhangi bir diplomaya sahip olmadigi ifade
edilmistir.

IS VE CALISMA iLiSKILERI

Cesitli nedenlerle calisamayan 59,3
Aramasina ragmen is bulamayan
Daha 6nce calisan ama su anda calismayan

Kendi isinde calisan

Bir iste Ucretli calisan

00 100 200 300 400 500 600 700

Sekil 28: Calisma/is Durumu

Goruldugu gibi, goérustugimuz kisilerin buytk bir kismi,
turli nedenlerden dolayi ¢alisma hayatinin disindadir. Sadece 4'te
1'inin bir iste calismasi ayrica dikkate alinmasi gereken bir husus
olarak karsimiza ¢cikmaktadir.
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Sekil 29: Tiirkiye'de Calisma Durumu
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Sekil 30: Calisanlarin isteki Pozisyonlan
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Sekil 31: Calistiklan1 Sektor

Gorusulenlerin % 5,6'st  kamu kurumlarinda, % 0,6'si
uluslararasi kuruluslarda, % 16'si diger sektorlerde, % 77,8 gibi
biyluk bir c¢ogunlugu ise, 06zel sektorde calistiklarini
belirtmislerdir. Kamu kurum calisani olmak, belirli “sézlesmeli
calisma” durumlarn hari¢; “vatandashk” temelli oldugu igin,
katihmcilarin ¢calisma alanlarinin 6zel sektor agirlikh olmasi dogal
ve beklenen bir durumdur. Bu durum, ayni zamanda kentteki
"6zel" calisma alanina énemli bir isglict (emek) girdisinin oldugu
anlamina gelmektedir.

Tam Yari Zamanli

Zamanh 19%
81%

Sekil 32: is Sekli



Gaziantep’teki Suriyeliler 25

Katihmcilarin % 18,9'u yari zamanli, % 81,1'i ise tam zamanli
bir sekilde calistiklarini belirtmistir. Bu durum, Suriyeli nifusun
kentin ¢alisma hayatinin  bir parcasi  haline geldigini
goOstermektedir.

Fotograf: Kemal Vural Tarlan
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Surekli
62%

Sekil 33: is Siiresi

Katimcilarin % 37,9'u gecgici/mevsimlik islerde, % 62,1'i ise
surekli islerde galistiklarini belirtmistir. Bir 6nceki grafikle uyumlu
olarak Suriyeli nifusun kentin calisma hayatinda yer edindigi
gorulmektedir.
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Sekil 34: is Bulma Kanallari

ls ve calismaya dair veriler, cok net bir bicimde Suriyelilerin
Ozel sektorde istihdam edildigini, yariya yakininin Gaziantep'te
birden fazla ise girip ciktigini gésteriyor. Is bulmada bir Suriyeli
is-aginin - (network) olusmasi, bu tir go6¢ ve miltecilik



Gaziantep’teki Suriyeliler 27

deneyimlerinde sikca karsilasilan bir durumdur. Fakat ozellikle
dikkat edilmesi gereken husus, bu oranin tim Suriyelilerle degil,
sadece calisma ¢aginda olan Suriyelilerle ilgili olmasidir. Diger bir
net sonu¢ da, Gaziantep'teki Suriyeli nifusun kayith istihdam
disinda yogunlasmasidir.

Gorismeye katilanlarin % 47,7'si Suriyeli  tanidiklan
araciigiyla, % 15,3'G Turkiyeli tanidiklar aracihgiyla, % 31,5'i ise
dogrudan kendi cabalarnyla is bulduklarini belirtmislerdir. En
yuksek is bulma seklinin, “Suriyeli tanidiklar” aracihgiyla olmasi,
tipik bir "gd¢ dayanismasinin” oldugunu gdstermekteyken;
“Turkiyeli tanidiklar” aracihgiyla ve "kendi cabalaryla” is bulma
oranlarinin gorece ylksek olmasi, Suriyeli calisan ntfusun, gegen
stre zarfinda kentteki calisma iliskilerinin icerisine ne dizeyde
girebildiklerini de gostermektedir.

Sekil 35: Ucret Konusunda Pazarlik Yapma Durumu
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Sekil 36: Ucret Konusunda Pazarlik Yapanlarin Cinsiyet Dagilimi

Gortusmeye katillanlarin % 33’0 i basvurusunda, Ucret
konusunda isverenle pazarlik yaptigini belirtirken; % 67's1 pazarhk
yapmadigini belirtmistir. Bu durum, gocle gelen Suriyeli nifusun
bayudk bir kismi agisindan is basvurusu yapmanin, “baska bir
ulkede tutunabilmenin” birincil etken oldugunu gosterirken;
azimsanmayacak oranda bir nifusun ise kentte “alternatif arayis”
agina sahip olabildigini de gostermektedir.

Diger - 5,26
Ek Bir is bulmaya calisirm 20,47
isi birakinm - 26,90
itiraz etmem - 47,37
% 0,0 1(I),O 2(I),O 3(I),O 4(I),0 5(I),0

Sekil 37: Ucret Anlasmazhiginda Bireyin Alacagi Tutum

Ucreti yetersiz bulma halinde, gérisilenlerin % 20,5'i ek is
arayacagin,, % 474'G itiraz etmeyecegini, % 26,9'u ise isi
birakacagini belirtmistir. Bu durum, bir 6nceki grafikle uyumlu bir
sekilde onemli bir kesim i¢in “tutunabilmenin” temel etken
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oldugunu gosterirken, belirli bir kesim icinse alternatiflerin
olabildigini gostermektedir.

Hayir
79%

Sekil 38: isverenle Miinakasa Durumu

Gortusmeye katilanlarin % 78,6's1 isvereniyle munakasa
etmedigini belirtirken; % 21,4'G isvereniyle minakasa ettigini
belirtmistir. isverenle miinakasa etmek, gocle gelmis olmaktan
veya miulteci olmaktan bagimsiz  olarak, calisanlarin
kacindigi/kaginacagr  bir durumdur. Bu acidan isvereniyle
munakasa eden Suriyeli calisanlarin oraninin oldukca yuksek
oldugu soylenebilir. Bu ise yine belirli bir Suriyeli ntfusun
alternatif is bulma agina sahip olduklarini gostermektedir.
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Sekil 39: is Bulmayi Zorlastiran Faktorler

Gortusmeye katilanlarin % 41'1 is bulma baglaminda dil
(Turkge) bilmenin etkili olmadigini, % 31,4'G etkili oldugunu, %
27,6's1 cok etkili oldugunu belirtmistir. Uluslararasi goglerde is
bulabilmek agisindan gd¢ edilen Ulkede konusulan dili bilmenin
baylk bir etkiye sahip oldugu aciktir. Nitekim katihmcilarin blytk
bir cogunlugu, dilin etkili oldugunu belirtmistir. Fakat % 41 gibi
onemli bir oranin, is bulma baglaminda dilin etkili olmadigini
belirttigi  gorulmektedir. Bu durum, iki farkh gerekgeyle
aciklanabilir. Birincisi, gocgle gelen nufusun buyidk olmasi ve
kentte yasam suresinin  uzamasi neticesinde bir "gdg
dayanismasinin” olusmasi; ikincisi ise c¢alisan Suriyeli nufusun
bayldk bir ¢ogunlugunun dil bilmeyi gerektirmeyen islerde
(beden isciligi gibi) calismasidir.

Gortismeye katillanlarin % 56,51 is bulma konusunda
Turkiye'de  Suriyelilere  karsi  onyarginin  etkili  olmadigini
belirtirken % 31,2'si etkili oldugunu, % 12,3'G ise ¢ok etkili
oldugunu belirtmistir. Kitlesel g6¢ vakalarinda 6nyargi ve
otekilestirme sikca karsilasilan durumlardir. Fakat bu arastirmada
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onemli bir ¢cogunlugunu is bulma konusunda onyarginin etkili
olmadigini belirttikleri goérilmektedir. Bunun nedeni ise Suriyeli
nufusun, kent ekonomisi acisindan daha az maliyetli bir emek
potansiyeli niteligi tasimasidir. Nitekim Suriyeli nifusun calisma
alanlarina bakildiginda bu durumu goérebilmekteyiz.

Turkiye'de is bulma konusunda, gorusuilenlerin % 63,3'U
tecribenin etkili olmadigini, % 29 etkili oldugunu, % 7,7 ise ¢ok
etkili oldugunu belirtmislerdir. Cogunlugun “tecribenin etkili
olmadigini” belirtmis olmalarinin, yine Suriyeli nifusun daha az
maliyetli bir emek potansiyeli olarak kent ekonomisine
eklemlenmesiyle ilgili oldugu sdylenebilir.

Turkiye'de is bulma konusunda, goérisulenlerin % 67,9'u
egitimin etkili olmadigini, % 24,6'si etkili oldugunu, % 7,4'G ise
cok etkili oldugunu belirtmistir. % 67,9 gibi buyuk bir oranin is
bulma konusunda “egitimin etkili olmadigini” belirtmis
olmalarinin, Suriyeli nifusun egitim gerektirmeyen is alanlarinda
yine daha az maliyetli bir emek potansiyeli olarak gorilmeleri ve
tercih edilmeleriyle ilgili oldugu séylenebilir.
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Sekil 40: Ailede Calisan Birey Sayisi
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Gortsme yapilan 1824 ailenin 1671'inde calisan bireylerin
mevcut oldugu tespit edilmis, % 61,6'lik bir oranda ailede bir
kisinin calistigr tespit edilmistir. Bir kisinin Uzerinde bireyin
cahstigi aileleri g6z 6ninde bulunduruldugunda hane basina
yaklasik 1,47 kisinin calistigi gorulecektir.

Hicbir Gyesinin ¢alismadigini séyleyen aile sayisi % 2 gibi
olsa da, evde calisanin olduguna dair bilgi sunmayan yaklasik %
7'lik bir aile orani mevcuttur. Buna gore ailesinde hig bir ¢alisanin
olmadigi aile oraninin %2 ile % 9 arasinda oldugu soylenebilir. Bu
tur ailelerin gecimlerinin blylk bir oranda yardimlar ya da ayni
hanede yasayan diger ailelerin bireylerince karsilandigi tahmin
edilebilir.

Anne

Cocuklar
29%

Sekil 41: Ailedeki isgiicii

Ucretli calisma onceliginin evin erkeginde oldugu bitin
ataerkil toplumlarda oldugu gibi Suriyelilerde de hane bitgesine
en ¢cok babanin (% 48) en az ise annenin (% 3) katki sundugu
gorulmektedir. Suriyeliler arasinda kadinin calismasi yerine evin
cocuklarinin calismasi (% 29) daha dogal karsilanmaktadir.
Nitekim ankete katilan ¢ok buytk oranda kadin, kadinlarin



Gaziantep’teki Suriyeliler 33

calismasinin dogru olmadigi ya da ailenin diger fertlerince
calismalarina izin verilmedigi icin calismadiklarini belirtmislerdir.

Aileler icin 3. buyuk gelir grubunu (% 20) ise ayni hanede
yasayan diger ailelerin fertleri saglamaktadir. Ornek vermek
gerekirse, ayni hanede iki evli erkek kardes birlikte kalip, her ikisi
de cocuklariyla birlikte calisabilmektedir. Sirf kira gibi ortak bir
gideri paylagsalar bile iki aile icin 6nemli bir gelir kaynagi
olusturulmus bulunmaktadir.
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Sekil 42: Ailenin Aylik Ortalama Geliri

Ailelerin aylik ortalama geliri soruldugunda ailelerin %
67,3'sinin asgari ucret ve altinda bir gelire sahip oldugu
gorulmektedir. Bu tablodaki verileri calisan birey sayisiyla
karsilastirdigimizda kabaca bir Suriyeli bireyin aylk kazancinin
880 TL civarn oldugu hesaplanabilir. Ailede calisan ¢ocuk sayisi ve
bircok kisinin sigortasiz islerde calistigi dusunuldigunde bu
rakam makul gériinmektedir.
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Sekil 43: Yardimlardan istifade Etme

Herhangi  bir  kurulustan yardim alip almadiklarn
soruldugunda c¢ogunun (% 62,6) verdigi cevap hicbir yardim
almadiklan yoéninde olmustur. Daha &nce alip sonra yardimlari
kesilen aile sayisi da bu orana katildiginda % 71 civarinda ailenin
yardim almadiklari % 29 civarinda ailenin de yardimlardan
yararlandigi tespit edilmistir. Turkiye'de kamplarda yasayan
ailelere cesitli yardimlar dizenli bir sekilde yapilirken, sehirlerde
kalan ailelerin tespiti ve yardimlardan yararlanmalar daha gig
oldugundan yardim alamayan aile sayisindaki oran ylksek
citkmaktadir.
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Sekil 44: Cesitli Yardimlardan istifade Etme Orani

Gocmen birey ya da ailelerin ihtiyaclar dustnuldiginde
birden fazla alanda yardim gereksinimleri oldugu soylenebilir.
Maddi yardim disinda sagliga donuk ilag ya da tedavi yardimlari,
egitim destekleri veya psikolojik destek bu durumdaki bireylerin
en cok ihtiya¢ duyduklar yardim turleridir. Ancak ¢ok buyuk bir
oranda ailenin bu yardimlardan yararlanamadiklari
gorulmektedir. % 37,2 maddi desteklerden istifade ettigini
belirtirken, saghktan vyaralanmis olanlar % 29,6, egitim
yardimlarina ulasabilmis aileler % 14,4 oraninda olmustur. Bu
desteklerin blylk oranda sulrekli olmadiklarini ifade etmekte
yarar var. Savas magduru go¢cmenlerin belki de en ¢ok ihtiyag
duyduklari alanlardan birisi olan psikolojik destegin ise neredeyse
hi¢ verilmedigi gorulmektedir.
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Sekil 45: Kredi Karti Sahipligi
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Sekil 46: Kredi Kartiyla Aylik Ortalama Harcama Tutari

Kredi karti olan birey sayisi yaklasik olarak % 5 civarindadir.
Bu insanlarin yaklasik % 62'si aylik 1000 TL altinda kredi karti
alisverisi yapmaktadir. Aylik gelir ile kredi karti harcamalari
karsilastinldiginda % 9 civarinda ailenin kredi karti harcamalarinin
aylhk gelirlerine yakin oldugu tespit edilmistir. Bu da kredi karti
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borcunun, butceleri Uzerinde ciddi bir kilfet olusturdugunu
gOstermektedir.
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Sekil 47: Borg istenebilecek Kaynaklar
Borclanma  durumunda  Suriyeli  goc¢menlerin  ilk

basvurduklari kisiler ya akrabalari ya da Suriyeli tanidiklar
olmaktadir. Bu oran, % 90 civarindadir. Bu da aile i¢i dayanisma
ve grup i¢i dayanismanin ne kadar yuksek oldugunu
gostermektedir. Genel olarak, gé¢cmen gruplari icinde bu tarz
dayanisma O&runtulerinin ortaya c¢ikmasi, gettolasma ve ige
kapanma olgulariyla birlikte deneyimlenen bir olgudur.

Yok
47,6

Sekil 48: Bor¢gluluk Durumu
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Sekil 49: Bor¢clanma Kaynaklari

Borclanma durumuna baktigimizda ise % 52,4 oraninda
ailenin bor¢lu oldugu goérilmektedir. Kime bor¢lu olundugu
soruldugunda ise blytk bir cogunlugun Suriyeli akrabalara ya da
Suriyeli komsularina borclandiklari gortilmektedir. Esnafin buyuk
bir kisminin Suriyeli oldugu, diger kategorisinde yer alan kisilerin
de blylk cogunlugunun aile bireyleri oldugundan hareketle, %
90'nin Uzerinde kisinin Suriyelilere borclandigi goérilmektedir.
Esnaf kategorisindeki % 18 civarindaki borclulugun veresiyeyle
alisverisin olusturdugunu sdylemektedir.
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Sekil 50: Sehir ici Ulasiminda Kullanilan Araglar

Suriyelilerin sehir ici ulasimda en fazla kullandiklari arag
otobustir. Hicbir ara¢ kullanmayanlarin % 3,8'i erkek olurken %
6,7'si kadindir. Genelde cocuk bakimi ve ev islerinden sorumlu
olmasi, kadinlarin kentsel kamusal alana c¢ikma oranlarini
disirmektedir. Bir diger etken, vyasliik olarak karsimiza
ctkmaktadir. Zira 60 yas Uzeri insanlarin bircogu bu araclari
kullandiklarina dair beyanatta bulunmamigslardir.
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Sekil 51: Gaziantep'te En Cok karsilasilan Sorunlar
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Suriyelilerin yasadiklari en temel sorunlarin basinda dil ve
maddi konular gelmektedir. “Diger” secenegini isaretleyenlerin
baylk bir kisminin yasadiklari en buylk sorunun ev kiralarinin
yuksekligini ve kdti yasam kosullarini belirttigini géz ontinde
bulundurursak, maddi sorunlarin, dil sorunundan biraz daha fazla
dillendirildigini sdyleyebiliriz. Guvenlik kaygisi ve ayrnimcilik
Suriyelilerin en az dile getirdigi sorun olsa da, % 15 civarinda
katilimci bu kaygilar tasidigini ifade etmektedir.
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Sekil 52: Samimi Olunan Tiirkiyeli Arkadas Sayisi

Suriyeliler icinde Gazianteplilerle samimi iliski kuranlarin
orani % 50,7 civarindadir. Bunlarin biytk bir kisminin ise birden
fazla kisiyle dostluk kurdugunu gormekteyiz. % 49,3'Gnun de
arkadaslik iliskileri kuramadiklarini goriyoruz.



Gaziantep’teki Suriyeliler 41

Evet
56%

Sekil 53: Suriye’'ye Donme Niyeti

Gaziantep'te yasayan Suriyelilerin Suriye'ye donme niyetleri
olup olmadiklari soruldugunda % 56'lik bir kesim doénmek
istediklerini belirtmislerdir.
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Sekil 54: Gidilmesi Diisiiniilen Yer

Tabii bu, Suriye'ye donmek istemeyenlerin tamaminin
Tarkiye'de kalmak istedikleri anlamina gelmemektedir. Nitekim
doénmek istemeyenler arasinda énemli bir kisim, basta Avrupa
olmak uzere, baska ulkelere yerlesmek istediklerini belirtmislerdir.
Buna go6re Turkiye disina c¢ikmak isteyenlerin orani % 69
civarindadir. Orana baska sehirlere go¢ etmek isteyenleri de
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katarsak, % 78,4 oraninda Suriyelinin cesitli sebeplerle
Gaziantep'te yasamak istemediklerini sdyleyebiliriz.
EGITIM
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Universite
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Okuma Yazma Yok
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Sekil 55: Bireylerin Egitim Diizeyi
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Sekil 56: Cinsiyete Gore Egitim Diizeyi
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Gaziantep'teki Suriyeli ntfusun egitim dlzeyine dair veriler
ilk basta sasirtici gibi gelse de Diinya Bankasi'nin 2016 oranlarina
yakin (% 80) durmaktadir. Arastirmada vilayet belirtilerek ic
savastan once yasadiklari yerler soruldugunda, cogunlukla “kirsal
bolgeler” cevabi alinmistir. Dolayisiyla % 26 gibi bir okur-yazar
olmayan orani sasirtici degildir ve Turkiye'de Gaziantep disinda
yapilan arastirmalarda da benzer sonuglar bulunmustur. Egitim
dizeyi degerlerinde, beklenildigi gibi cinsiyet bakimindan
kadinlar aleyhine bir egri bulunmaktadir.

Yok
42%

Sekil 57: Ailede Okuyan Ogrenci

Suriyeli ailelerin  bircogu ¢ok cocuklu ailelerden
olugmaktadir. Cocuklar arasinda okullasma orani henlz yeterl
seviyede olmasa da 6grencisi olan aile orani % 58'dir. Ogrenci
sayllarini ailelere boldigimizde aile basina disen o6grenci
sayisinin 1,2 oldugu tespit edilebilir. Bu oran kalabalik aile
profilinin ¢cok gerisindedir. Cocuklarin aile bltcesine katki sunmak
zorunda kalmalarinin, bu durumun en 6nemli nedeni oldugu
soylenebillir.



44 Gaziantep’teki Suriyeliler
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Sekil 58: Ogrencilerin Okullara Dagilim Orani

Ogrencilerin  okullara  dagiimini  inceledigimizde, %
97,7'sinin devlet okullarinda, % 2’'sinin &zel okullarda, % 0,3
oraninda ise Suriyeliler icin acilmis gecici egitim merkezlerinde
(GEM) 6grenim gordukleri tespit edilmistir.
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Sekil 59: Devlet Okullarinda Okuyan Ogrenci Sayisi

Devlet okullarinda okuyan &grencilerin derecelerini g6z
oninde bulundurdugumuzda, butin egitim kademelerinde
cinsiyete gore dagilimin birbirine yakin oldugunu gérmekteyiz.
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Bir diger onemli bulgu ise ilkdogretimden sonra egitime
devamdaki ciddi dusustar.
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Sekil 60: Ozel Okullarda Okuyan Ogrenci Sayisi

Maddi sorunlardan dolayr 6zel okullarda okuyan 6grenci
sayisinin duisuk olmasi normaldir. Ancak devlet okullarinda
okuyan 6grencilerle karsilastinldiginda 6zel okullarda okuyanlarin
daha fazla bir kesiminin ilkégretim sonrasi egitime devam
ettikleri gorulmektedir. Ayrica diger bir carpici bulgu ise kizlarda
okullasma oraninin, egitimin her basamaginda daha fazla olmasi
seklinde karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir.
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Sekil 61: Gegici Egitim Merkezlerinde (GEM) Okuyan Ogrenci Sayisi
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Suriyelilere 6zgu (Gegici Egitim Merkezleri — GEM) okullarda
okuyan 6grenci orani ¢cok dusuk olmakla birlikte bunlarin sadece
anaokulu  ve ilkdgrenim  duzeyinde hizmet verdikleri
gorulmektedir.
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Sekil 62: Tiirkce Kullanma Becerisi

Tarkce kullanabilme seviyesi, yash kusaklarla
karsilastinldiginda gen¢ kusaklarda; kadinlarla  mukayese
edildiginde erkeklerde daha yuksektir. Gengler arasinda yuksek
olmasi, hem biyolojik faktorlerden hem de okullasmayla alakali
iken, erkeklerde daha ylksek olmasi is ve kiltir gibi faktorlerle
daha cok alakal olmaktadir.
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Sekil 63: Herhangi Bir Kursa Katilanlarin Oranlari
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Sekil 64: Bos Zamanlarin Gegirildigi Alanlar

Veriler, ankete katilanlarin 6nemli bir kisminin AVM'ye
gitmedigini, ara sira veya sik sik gittigini belirtenlerin oraninin
yaklasik % 27'lik bir kesimi olusturdugunu gostermektedir. AVM
kaltard, tuketim kultirt ve kredi karti kullanimiyla dogrudan
iliskilidir ve bu durum Suriyelilerin neden bu mekanlari daha az
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tercih ettiklerini aciklamaktadir. Clinkl ailelerin ortalama aylik
gelirinin ¢cogunlukla asgari Ucretin altinda oldugu tespit edilmis
ve bunun da etkisiyle kredi kartinin henliz ¢ok az bir kesim
tarafindan kullanilabildigi goriImustir. Bunun yaninda, AVM'lerin
konum itibariyle Suriyelilerin biylk bir ¢cogunlugunun yasadigi
semtlerden uzak olmasi da yine bu tabloyu agiklayan baska bir
etkendir.

Suriyelilerin yaklasik % 55'inin bos zamanlarini park ve
piknik yerlerinde gecirdiklerini séylemeleri 6nemli bir veridir.
Burada Suriyelilerin  parklan  kamusal bulusma, eglenme
mekanlari olarak kullandiklari kabul edilse bile esas nedenin
Suriyelilerin yasadiklari evlerin, mekanlarin yazin ¢ok sicak, kisinsa
cok soguk olmasindan dolayr (iIsinma ve sogutma masraflarinin
yuksekligi de dikkatlerden uzak tutulmamali) parklarin bir nevi
tiketimin zorunlu olmadigi tek secenek olarak kendini dayattigini
soylemek yanlis olamayacaktir.

Suriyelilerin yaklasik %60'Inin bos zaman etkinliklerini es-
dost ziyaretlerinde geciriyor olmalar, kendi aralarindaki grup
duygusunun gliciini gostermektedir. Bu durum, Gaziantep'te
dnceden vyasayanlarla iliski kurmayi zorlastirabilecegi gibi
gettolasma olasiligini da arttirabilir. Ancak yaklasik %36°lik bir
kesimin akraba baglarinin 6tesinde grup disi iliskiye agik olmalar,
uyum agisindan bir avantaj olarak algilanabilir.

Yiksek bir oran, bos zamanlarini kafe ve kahvehane gibi
mekanlarda gegirmediklerini belirtmis, ancak %15 gibi bir oran
bu mekanlara ugradiklarini belirtmistir. Gaziantep’in farkli
yerlerinde gorulebilen Suriyelilerin islettigi kafe ve kahvehaneler
muhtemelen bu alici kitlenin kastettigi yerler olmali. Clnku
Suriyeli ve Gaziantep’te Onceden yasayan bireylerin bu tarz
alanlari henliz yeterli dizeyde ortak mekanlara
donustiremedikleri soylenebilir.
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Katilimcilarin  arkadaslariyla belli bir sikhkta gorustukleri
gorulmektedir.  Arkadaglarinin  ¢cogunun  Suriyeli  olduklari
varsayilirsa bu durumun gettolasmanin bir emaresi oldugu da
soylenebilir.
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Sekil 65: il Disina Seyahat Etme
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Sekil 66: il Disina Seyahat Etme Nedenleri

Ankete katilanlarin Ugte ikisinden fazlasinin Gaziantep'e
geldiginden beri hi¢ sehir disina ¢ikmamis olmasinin, buylik
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oranda ailelerin geliriyle alakali oldugu gorilmektedir. Sehir
disina ¢ikan insanlarin buylk bir cogunlugunun (% 66) da gidis
nedeni olarak es-dost ziyaretini belirtmesi, Suriyelilerin akrabalik
iliski aglarini  (network) muhafaza etmeye calistiklarini
gostermektedir. Bu da goc¢menler arasinda siklikla gézlemlenen
dayanisma orlntllerine isaret etmektedir. Aile ekonomisinde
gerceklesebilecek pozitif yonlu bir degisim, hem gd¢menlerin
dolasim yelpazesini ¢esitlendirecek hem de bireylerin geleneksel
aile baglarini kirmalari icin bir vesile olacaktir.

Fotograf: Kemal Vural Tarlan
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Sekil 67: Tiirkiye'de Evlenme

Yukaridaki grafik savas gibi bir toplumsal felaketten kacan
Suriyelilerin  toplumun en temel kendini yeniden Uretme
mekanizmasi olan evliligi zor kosullara ragmen stirdiirme cabasini
gostermektedir. Turkiye'de evlenen 727 kisinin icinde kadin orani
% 56,9 iken, bu oran erkeklerde %43,1'dir. Gazianteplilerle
evlenen kadin orani erkeklere gore cok daha fazladir. Bunun en
blylk nedeni ataerkil toplumlarda kadinin yasam stratejisinde bir
arac olarak gorilmesiyle aciklanabilir.
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Sekil 71: Gaziantepli Komsularla iliski Diizeyi
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Sekil 72: Gaziantepli Komsularla Olan iliski Memnuiyeti
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Sekil 73: Suriyeli Komsularla iliski Diizeyi
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Sekil 74: Suriyeli Komsularla Olan iliski Memnuiyeti

Gorustugumuz  Suriyelilerin, yasadiklari  mahallelerdeki
komsulariyla olan iliskileri son derece dikkat cekici sonuclar
ortaya koymaktadir.  “Politik  dogruculuk” olarak tabir
edebilecegimiz bir cevapla yetinilmeyip, siradan komsulugun
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tipik bazi davranislari soruldugunda, cok daha farkli sonuclarla
karsilasilmaktadir. Gaziantepli ve Suriyeliler arasinda komsuluk
iliskilerinin olduk¢a minimum dlzeyde seyretmesi, hem Suriyel
nufusun kente ve topluma uyumunda hem Gaziantep'te daha
onceden yasayanlarin yeni gelen nufusla etkilesiminin gelecegi
hususunda onemli ipuclan sunmaktadir. Dolayisiyla uyum,
entegrasyon ya da birlikte yasam meselesinin gorindugu kadar
kolay olmadigi, toplumsal zeminde politik ve ideolojik
soylemlerin oOtesinde cok daha farkli isleyislerin s6z konusu
olabilecegini gosteriyor.

Komsuluk iliskilerinde asil ilging olan hususlardan birisi de
Gaziantep'teki Suriyeli nifusun kendi arasindaki komsuluk
iliskilerinin ortaya koydugu oruntidlr. Gaziantepli nifusla
mukayese edildiginde gozle gorulur bir iliski sikhgi s6z konusu;
ama baskin bir dayanisma ve toplumsal iliskiden s6z etmek
olduk¢a zordur. Bunun en buyuk nedenlerinden birisi, Suriyeli
ntfusun ezici cogunlugunun Halep'in degisik yerlerinden (kent-
kasaba ve koyler) geliyor olmasina ragmen, Halep vilayetinin
kapladigi alan ve buylikliginin, diger bir deyisle birbirinden
cografi manada uzak olan insanlarin, benzer kosullarda dahi olsa,
kolay komsuluk iliskileri tesis edemediklerini gosteriyor. Diger
taraftan, savas ve miltecilik gibi zaten olagantstl kosullardan
dolay1 Gaziantep’'e gelmis, siginmis insanlarin, tek tipe
indirgenemeyecek kadar farkh kulturel ve sinifsal arka plan
gecmisine sahip olduklarini, acil gtvenlik kosullarinin degisimini
takiben, bu farklihk ve cesitliliklerinin  komsuluk ve diger
toplumsal iliskileri sekillendirmede beklentilerin UGzerinde etkili
oldugunu soylemek gerekiyor.
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Sekil 76: Suriye’deki Olaylar Takip Etme Araclari
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Sekil 77: Cesitli Medya Kanallarini Kullanma Diizeyleri

Gortismeye katilanlarin buylk bir kesiminin iletisim ve
haberlesme kaynagini  telefon/internet ve televizyonlarin
olusturdugu gorulmektedir ki, bu beklenilen bir durumdur. Zira
Suriye savasl, diinyada sosyal medyanin haber verme, gdsterme,
perdeleme, gizleme, abartma ya da carpitma rollerinin timudnin
ayni siirecte gerceklestigi ilk savas olarak da tarihe gecti. Ote
yandan, sosyal medyanin yaygin gucu, akillh telefonlar ve
internetin  sagladigi imkanlarin  kullaniminin ~ Gaziantep'teki
Suriyeli nifus arasinda da yogun oldugu bir vakiadir.

Burada esas Uzerinde durulmasi gereken hususlardan birisi,
dil bariyeri ve kentte yasayanlar arasindaki kulturel etkilesimin
azliginin ya da insanlarin fazla birbirine temas etmeden kendi
sosyal cevreleri icinde yasamasinin iletisim olgusunda ¢ok garpici
bir sekilde kendini disa vurdugudur. Turkce yayin yapan radyo ve
televizyon kanallarinin bu denli az izlenmesinin nedeni, dil
bilmemek oldugu kadar, kentsel hayatta gruplarin, insanlarin
birbiriyle temas etmemelerinde de aranmalidir; zira yukarida
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ortaya konulan komsuluk iligskilerindeki veriler bu goérisimuzu
destekler mahiyettedir.
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Sekil 78: Tiirkiye Vatandashgina iliskin Durum

Arastirmada gorusulen Suriyelilerin % 3.57'si vatandashk
almis, % 9'u basvurmus sonuglanmasini bekliyor, yaklasik % 52'si
basvurmayi dustntyor. Ama % 35'i basvurmayi disinmedigini
dile getirmis. Bu oranlar, ilerisi icin bir 6ngoéride bulunmayi
kolaylastirabilir.
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Sekil 79: Ailede ya da Akrabalar Arasinda Tiirkiye Vatandashg
Alma Durumu

Sekil 80: Mahkeme ya da Karakola Gitme Orani
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Sekil 81: Mahkeme ya da Karakola Gitme Nedeni

Alan arastirmasi sonuglari, 6zellikle belli sdylem ve ifade
kanallarinda dile getirilen onyargilarin aksine, Gaziantep'teki
Suriyelilerin, kimlik, ehliyet ya da ikamet islemleri disinda, yarg;,
karakol, mahkeme gibi resmi devlet kurumlariyla iligkilerinin son
derece minimum diizeyde oldugunu gostermektedir. Mahkeme
ya da karakola isi disen (cagrilan) Suriyelilerin dnemli bir
kisminin ehliyet, kimlik cikartmak gibi sebeplerden dolayr bu
kurumlara ugradigi, asayis nedenleriyle gidenlerin buyuk bir
kisminin da davali degil; davaci olduklar anlasiimaktadir.
Dolayisiyla, Gaziantep'teki Suriyelilerin bir asayis meselesi ortaya
cikardigina dair 6nyargilar yersiz ve temelsizdir ve bu sonuclar
polis ve emniyet kayitlari tarafindan defaten teyit edilmistir.
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Fotograf: Kemal Vural Tarlan
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SONUC VE DEGERLENDIRME

Gaziantep'teki Suriyeli nifusun genel kompozisyonunu,
uyum sureclerini, sorun ve beklentilerini tespit etme amacindaki
bu saha arastirmasi, go¢ ve miiltecilik olgusunun kente dair bazi
sonuclarini cok net bir sekilde ortaya koymustur. ilk olarak,
oldukga geng bir demografinin varligi géze carpmaktadir.

Gaziantep'teki Suriyeli nufusun yas dagilimi ve dogurganlik
oruntuleri, ozellikle Glineydogu Anadolu Bdlgesi ortalamalarina
yakindir. Egitim duzeyindeki belirgin duisukliguan en buyuk
nedenlerinden birisi, Gaziantep’e gelen ya da burada kalan
insanlarin blytk c¢ogunlugunun Halep'in kirsal boélgelerinden
gelmis olmalari olarak gosterilebilir. Egitime ve okullagsmaya dair
goze carpan 6nemli hususlardan birisi de, okul cagindaki Suriyeli
cocuklarin Turkiye'deki devlet okul sistemine artan bir sekilde
girmeye, dahil olmaya baslamasidir.

Hane dlzeyinde de kalabalik bireylerden olusmus bir
Suriyeli profili karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Go¢ ve miulteciligin getirdigi
arti zorluklari asmak adina bu kalabalik hane yapilarinin, Suriyeli
nufusun basvurdugu hayatta kalma stratejilerinden birisi oldugu
gorulmektedir. Yine bu durumla benzer ve paralel sekilde
ilerleyen sireg, hanede birden fazla kisinin is ve calisma hayatina
dahil olup haneye gelir getirdigi gercegidir. Gaziantep'te de ucuz
ve buylk oranda asgari Ucret dizeyinin altinda meblaglarla
calisan bir Suriyeli isglct gercegiyle karsi karsiyayiz. Bu hem
mevcut hem de gelecekteki potansiyel toplumsal, kiltirel ve
iktisadi iliskileri anlamada 6nemli bir veri olarak durmaktadir.

Entegrasyon yahut Gaziantep'teki toplumsal hayata uyum
strecinin mevcut ve gelecekteki muhtemel durumu igin bulgular
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oldukca énemli ipuclari sunmustur. Dil, egitim hayatina katilim,
evlilik, komsuluk gibi pek ¢cok parametre, Suriyelilerin kentte daha
Oonce yasayanlarla temas ve iligskilerinin oldukca minimum
dizeyde oldugunu ortaya koymaktadir. Toplumsal iligkilerin bu
sinirhh@i,  Suriyelilerin - kente  uyumu hususunda Uzerinde
disinUlmesi gereken bir sonuctur. Arastirma verilerinden de
anlasildigi tzere, Suriye'deki savasin uzamasi nedeniyle, 6nemli
Olctide bir “Suriyeli isglicti (emek) potansiyeli”, Gaziantep is ve
calisma hayatina dahil olmustur. Bu isglici potansiyeli daha az
maliyetli olarak gorildugu icin, kentin is ve calisma hayatinda
“tercih edilir” bir hal almis ve bdylece kentte, “bir Suriyeli isglcu
agl” olusmaya baslamistir. Bu “maliyet-tercih iligskisi” nedeniyle
de, belirli calisma alanlarinda Suriyeli isglicli, zaman icerisinde bir
alternatif is agi gelistirebilmistir. Bu ise Suriyeli isglcinin
Gaziantep is ve calisma hayatina 6nemli olgide eklemlendikleri
anlamina gelmektedir.

Gaziantep'teki Suriyeli toplulugun tipik bir geleneksel
ataerkil toplum 6zelligi tasimasi kadinin ¢alisma, sosyal ve egitim
hayatina daha az katilmasina neden olmustur. Is olanaklarinin
sinirhhgi, dil bilmemek, egitim ya da is tecribesi eksikligi
Suriyelilerin is bulmalarina engel olmasa da daha tatmin edici is
bulma ihtimallerini ciddi oranda azaltmaktadir. Bu da
Gaziantep'teki Suriyelilerin sosyo-kulturel hayata ve toplumsal
iliski aglarina yeterince dahil olamamalarina, buna bagli olarak
kendi iclerine kapanip gettolasmalarina neden olabilecek bir
etkendir.

Diger 6nemli sonuclardan birisi de, Gaziantep'te yasayan
Suriyelilerin yaridan fazlasinin, uygun kosullar olustugunda tekrar
Suriye'ye donme istegini dile getirmis olmalandir. Cok ylksek
oranlarda olmasa da genel olarak bir yer degistirme istegi de
goze carpmaktadir. Tirkiye vatandasi olma surecinin, genel
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demografik yapida minimum diizeyde kalsa da artma trendine
girdigi arastirmanin ortaya koydugu bir diger sonuctur.

Bu calismanin amacglarindan birisi Suriyelilerle ilgili mevcut
durumu ortaya koymak iken bir digeri de eksik kalinan yonlerin
aciga cikanlmasi ve bu alanlara gereken ilginin gosterilmesini
saglamaktir. Savas kosullari acisindan zaten dezavantajl olan bir
toplulukta, engellilik ve yaslilik, kosullari nedeniyle de iki kere
dezavantajli olan gruplarin 6zel ilgi gerektirdigi ortadadir. Bu
calismanin sagladigi veriler engellilik ve yashlik meselelerinin
daha ayrnintih olarak ¢alisilmasi gerektigini ortaya koymaktadir.
Bu, birden fazla bilimsel disiplinin ve kamu kurulusunun bir araya
gelerek yapilandirabilecegi bir strectir.

Bu saha arastirmasinda sordugumuz sorulardan ortaya
ctkan orlntiyd cok genel hatlanyla su sekilde oOzetlemek
mumkun gérinmektedir:

Gaziantep'e Suriye'deki savastan dolayr gelmis nlfusun
agirlikli - olarak belli bir boélgeden olmasi anlasilabilir bir
durumdur. Zira ylUzyillar boyunca Halep kentinin ve art bdlgesinin
Gaziantep ve yakin cevresi Uzerindeki tarihsel, kalttrel ve iktisadi
etkisi ¢cok net ortadir. Dolayisiyla arastirmada ortaya cikan
sonuclar agisindan da bakildiginda, Gaziantep'teki Suriyelilerin %
90'indan fazlasinin Halep ve ydresinden gelmis olmasi, savas ve
diger insani krizler durumunda bile bu tarihsel aksin isledigini
gostermesi bakimindan ilginctir. Burada bir hususu yeniden
vurgulamakta yarar vardir. Suriyelilerin % 65’e yakininin “kent”
olarak tanimladiklar yerlerden geldiklerini beyan etmesi Gzerinde
durulmasi gereken bir noktadir. Fakat buradaki en buyuk sorun
hem Suriyeli nufus icin hem de sosyolojinin kendisi igin “kent”
tanimindan kaynakhdir. Dolayisiyla burada nerelerin  kent
nerelerin koy ya da kasaba oldugu tartismasi yersizdir ve
arastirma suresince beyan edilen bilgi burada islenmistir. Diger
taraftan, Gaziantep'teki Suriyeli nlfusun son 6-7 yildaki
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hareketliligi ve degiskenligi de dikkate alinmalidir. Bu verilerin
oldukca genis bir 6rneklem icerisinden elde edildigi ayrica
vurgulanmalidir.

Suriye'deki savasin siddetinin siviller Gzerindeki yer
degistirme etkisi de arastirmada karsimiza ¢ikti. Zira Gaziantep ve
Tarkiye'de bulunma suirelerine bakildiginda, savasin ve ic
karisikhklarin - basladigir  2011'den 2016'ya kadar bir gdg
yogunlugunun oldugu dikkat ¢ekiyor. Arastirmadan elde edilen
verilere gore, Gaziantep'teki Suriyelilerin % 40'tan fazlasi 3-4
yildir kentte bulunuyor. Yine % 30'dan fazlasinin 5-7 yildir
Gaziantep'te olmasi, savasin siddetiyle gelen nufus arasindaki
dogru orantiyi agikliyor. Nihayetinde, toplamda Suriyelilerin %
25'e yakin bir oraninin 1-2 yildir Gaziantep'te oldugu
gorilmektedir.

Ote yandan savas madduriyeti ve bunun akabindeki yer
degistirmelerdeki kadin, yash ve cocuk oranlarinin ylksekligi
burada da karsimiza cikiyor. % 57'ye yakin bir kadin nufus
bulunurken, cinsiyet ayinmi yapilmadan nifusun % 84'e yakin bir
oraninin 50 yas altinda oldugunu go6ruyoruz. Bu da egitim,
calisma, is, uyum, dil 6grenme gibi pek ¢ok hususta Gaziantep'in
nasil bir demografiyle karsi karsiya kaldigini gostermesi
bakimindan 6nemlidir. Buna kadin nifusunun, 56 yas ve Uzeri
hari¢ batin gruplarda daha cogunlukta oldugunu da eklemek
gerekiyor.

Suriyelilerin egitim dulzeyleri de carpici sonuclar iceriyor. %
26.4'0 okur-yazar degil, yaklasik % 29'u ilkokul mezunu, % 26
civarl orta ogretim, % 11 civari Universite/lisans, % 1'e yakini
lisansustu diplomaya sahip. Batun bu oranlarda kadinlar aleyhine
bir egrinin oldugunu da eklemek gerekiyor.

Arastirmada daha cok haneleri temsil edecek kisilerle
gorusildigu icin evli olanlarin oraninin % 85'ten fazla cikmasi
anlasilabilir bir durumdur. Yine Tirkiye ve Gaziantep'te cokca
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tartismalara konu olan ¢ocuk sayisi da elde edilmeye calisiimistir.
Yapilan gortusmeler neticesinde, 1 ¢ocuk sahibi ailelerin oraninin
% 9'a yakin oldugu ve Suriyelilerin ortalama 4.2 cocuga sahip
oldugu tespit edilmistir. Burada kentlilik, egitim, is ve calisma
durumu, kadinlarin egitim ve is durumlar gibi sosyo-kultirel
degiskenler disarida birakilarak elde edilen ortalama rakamlardan
soz edildigini de vurgulamak gerekiyor. Yine Suriyeli ailelerin
yartya yakin bir kesiminde mutlaka Turkiye'de dogan cocuklar
bulunuyor. Tirkiye'de ¢ocugu dogan ailelerin % 65'ine yakininda
1, % 28'inde 2 ve % 6'dan fazlasinda 3'ten fazla cocuk dunyaya
gelmistir. Suriyeli ailelerin % 58‘'inde okul caginda ya da okula
giden en az bir cocuk bulunuyor ve bu ¢ocuklarin % 98 civarinda
bir orani devlet okullarina gitmektedir. % 2'si 6zel okullara
giderken sadece % 0.3'lik bir kismi gegici egitim merkezlerine
(GEM) gitmektedir.

Ote yandan egitimle oldugu kadar uyum ve Kkiltirel
etkilesim konularnyla ¢ok yakindan ilgili dil bilme oranlan da
dikkat cekicidir. Hanedeki annelerin yaklasik % 50'si hi¢ Tuirkce
bilmezken, bu oran babalarda % 41'e, cocuklarda % 31 diizeyine
iniyor. Ayni sekilde genc¢ kusaklara dogru gelindik¢e dil bilme
dizeyleri yukseliyor. Bu da, yas kadar okul ve dis toplumsal
dinyayla etkilesimin 6nemini ortaya koymaktadir. Bu minvalde,
Gaziantep'teki Suriyelilerin sadece % 8'i bugline kadar bir kursa
(dil, meslek vs.) katildigini beyan etmistir. Dil ve etkilesimin
eksikligi, kendini bos zamanlarin degerlendirmesinde de
gostermektedir. Suriyelilerin yaklasik % 73'G hi¢ AVM'lerde
gezmeye (kuskusuz, bunun gelirle de iliskisi var), % 43'UG piknik ve
parklara, % 37'si es-dost ziyaretine, % 85'i kahve veya cafélere, %
78'i sehir disinda bir yerlere gitmiyor. Bu hususlarin, degisme ve
uyum sureclerine dair kararlarda gdzden uzak tutulmamasi
gerekiyor. Bunu destekleyecek diger veriler medya ve iletisim
baslklarinda da karsimiza cikiyor. Clinkl dil ve etkilesimin daha
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belirgin oldugu televizyon, radyo, internet kullaniminda oldukca
carpici sonuglar bulunuyor. Gaziantep'teki Suriyelilerin % 86's1 hic
Turkce radyo dinlemiyor ve % 54 civan hi¢ Turkce televizyon
izlemiyor. Burada erisimin daha kolay oldugu Arapca
televizyonun, internet sitelerinin ve mobil uygulamalarin daha
yuksek ciktigini eklemek gerekiyor. Ama Suriye'deki savas ve
diger olaylar hala agirlikl olarak televizyondan takip ediliyor.

Ayni hane icerisinde yasayan Suriyeli aile sayisina dair
verilerden, yaklasik % 72'sinde tek ailenin, % 28'inde 2 ve daha
fazla ailenin birlikte yasadigi anlasiimaktadir. Hanelerde yasayan
Suriyeli nifusun Turkiye ortalamasinin Gzerinde (6,6 kisi) kalabalik
olmasi, savas ve multeciligin getirdigi zor kosullarda hayatta
kalma stratejilerinden ve zorunluluklardan birisi oldugu gibi,
Suriyeli nufusun ¢ocuk sayisi ve farkh kusaktan ebeveynlerle ayni
evde yasiyor olmaktan da kaynaklandigini séylemek mimkun.

Alan arastirmasinin  gosterdigi  bir diger sonug¢ da,
Suriyelilerin akrabalik iliskilerini stirdlrdtiginin, hatta bu aglarin
ve dayanismalarin multeciligin ve gécun getirdigi agir sorunlarla
basa cikmada onemli roller Ustlendiginin bir kez daha teyit
edilmesidir. Kent merkezindeki Suriyelilerin % 42'sinin en az bir
akrabasi da Gaziantep'te yasiyor. Yine kiimulatif olarak % 42'sinin
2 ile 4 arasinda kent merkezinde akraba hanesi bulunuyor. Ayni
sekilde, benzer oranlarda Turkiye'nin diger kentlerinde akrabasi
olan Suriyelilerin orani yaklasik % 70. Bunlar oldukca yuksek
oranlar ve bize go¢ surecindeki etkilesim kanallari ve yollar
hakkinda da fikir vermektedir.

Bu arastirma kapsaminda, savas, go¢ ve miltecilik
olgusunun en &nemli boyutlarindan birisi olan engellilik
konusunda da sorular soruldu. Zihinsel, dogustan fiziksel
engellilerin ve kaza gibi diger nedenlerle engelli olan ve yasliliga
bagh sosyal destege ihtiyac duyan Suriyeli nifusun durumu da
ortaya konuldu. Butin engellilik durumlarinda erkeklerin orani
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fazlayken, sadece yasllikta kadinlarin orani ytksek c¢ikmaktadir.
Gorusulen Suriyelilerin % 23'G hanede ya da ailede en az bir
engellinin veya yaslhhga bagh bakima ihtiyac duyan kisilerin
oldugunu belirtmistir. Ulasilan bulgularin  BM'nin  benzer
durumlardaki oranlariyla (% 25) tutarli oldugu da teyit edilmistir.

Turkiye'deki Suriyeli nifusa dair yapilan tartismalardaki en
onemli  konulardan  birisini,  sosyo—ekonomik  durum
olusturmaktadir. Bu hususta oncelikle belirtiimesi gereken nokta,
Gaziantep'teki Suriyelilerin neredeyse tamaminin (% 98 civarinda)
kirada yasamaya calismasidir. Konut tipleri agisindan bakildiginda
gecekondu tipi evlerin ve apartman dairesinin 6n plana ¢iktigi
gorultyor. Konutun buyukligu de yasanilan kosullar hakkinda bir
fikir vermektedir: % 401 2 odali evlerde yasarken % 36'si lic odali
evlerde yasiyor gériinmektedir. Burada asil carpici sonuclar 1 ve 4
odall evlerde yasayanlarin oranindadir. % 10'dan fazlasi 1 g6z
konutlarda ki, bunlarin cogunun dukkandan bozma yerler
oldugunu soéylemek zor degil, % 12.5'1 4 odal evlerde yasiyor.
Cok odali evlerin, ayni zamanda, ¢ogunlukla birden fazla ailenin
ayni hanede yasamasi anlamina geldigini de vurgulamak
gerekiyor. Arastirma sahasindan elde edilen verilerin buyuk
oranda Gaziantep'in sosyo-ekonomik olarak orta ve alt gelir
gruplarinin yasadigi mahallelerden oldugu dikkatlerden uzak
tutulmamalidir.

Suriyelilerin % 54'G aylik ortalama 250-499 TL arasinda kira
dderken, yaklasik % 30'u 500-749 arasinda kira éduyor. Ancak %
5 civari 1000 TL ve Uzeri kira 6duyor. Bu da karsimizdaki Suriyeli
demografinin sosyo-ekonomik kompozisyonu hakkinda bir fikir
vermektedir. Kira ve su, elektrik, telefon gibi giderler Suriyeli
nufusun gelirlerini en ¢cok harcadiklari kalemler. Saglik ve egitim
gibi harcamalar goérece daha az oranlara sahiptir. Bunun
devaminda ortaya c¢ikan ve bu durumu destekleyici bir diger
gercek de, dar gelir dilimlerinde yasayan Suriyelilerin gunlik
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thtiyaclan icin, hem daha ekonomik olmasi hem de daha yakin
iliskilerin kurulmasinin gérece daha muimkin oldugu mahalle
bakkallari ve semt pazarlarini kullanma oranlarinin ytksekligidir.
Zira % 60'tan fazlasi stper marketler ve AVM'ler yerine daha ¢ok
mahalle bakkallari ve semt pazarlarindan alis-veris yaptigini ifade
etmistir. Yine bu dizlemde ele alinabilecek bir sonug¢ da,
Gaziantep'teki Suriyeli nifusun kendi tedarik zincirlerini de
olusturduklari gergegidir. Cunki Suriyelilerin % 96'si Suriye'ye
6zgl urunlere Gaziantep'te ulasabildigini belirtmistir. Kuskusuz
bu oranin icinde, Gaziantep'in Halep’le sadece cografi degil,
tarihsel ve kalturel yakin iliskilerinin de izleri ve etkileri s6z
konusudur.

Gaziantep'teki Suriyelilerin % 90’a yakininin hi¢ bir motorlu
ara¢ sahipligi bulunmuyor. Bu da gerek beraberinde getirilebilen
varliklar ve gerekse de Turkiye'ye ulastiktan sonraki kosullar
hakkinda bir fikir vermektedir.

Uzmanlik, diploma ya da sertifika sahibi Suriyelilerin orani
% 13 civarindadir. Bunun paralelinde calisma ve is durumunda da
dikkat cekici sonuclara ulastik: Gortastigimuz Suriyelilerin % 60’a
yakini cesitli sebeplere bagli olarak calisamiyor; kendi isinde
calisanlarin orani % 9 civarindayken, % 24'G Ucretli bir iste
calisiyor. Yine is ve calisma sirelerindeki degisime baktigimizda
da, Gaziantep'teki Suriyelilerin % 42'si birden fazla ise girip
cikarken, % 58'i hala ilk isinde cahlstigini belirtiyor. Ve en cok
tartisilan hususlardan birisi de sigortali calisma durumlarndir. Alan
arastirmasindan Suriyelilerin % 90'a yakininin sigortasiz calistigini
dolayisiyla herhangi bir glivenceye sahip olmadigini 6greniyoruz.
Yine % 80'e yakin bir oranda &zel sektorde istihdam edilen bir
demografi s6z konusu ve % 81'i tam zamanl islerde calisiyor.
Gaziantep'te yasayan Suriyelilerin yaklasik UGcte ikisi (% 62) strekli
islerde cahsirken, % 38'i mevsimlik ya da gecici islerde istihdam
edilmis. Buradan is ve c¢alisma alanlarinda Suriyelilerin
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Gaziantep'teki is, calisma ve Uretim surecine bulytk oranda
entegre olduklari sonucunu ¢ikarmak mimkun. Cinku guglu is ve
calisma aglarinin varhigi da ortaya cikiyor. Suriyelilerin sadece %
18'e yakini Gaziantepli tanidiklar ve devlet kurumlarinin
yardimiyla is buldugunu ifade ederken Suriyeli tanidiklar
araciligiyla ya da kendi basina is bulanlarin toplam orani % 80'e
yakindir.

Ote yandan is ve calisma kosullari verileri toplanirken, en
carpict sonuglardan bazilari burada ortaya ¢kt Go¢ ve
multeciligin zor kosullan, is ve calismadaki rekabet gibi pek ¢ok
etken, Ucret konusunda netlesiyor. Ancak Suriyelilerin % 33'G
ucret konusunda isverenle pazarlik yaptigini, yapabildigini
belirtirken, bu pazarhgi yapanlarin % 90’a yakininin erkek
oldugunu da eklemek gerekiyor. Calsilan iste uyum, itiraz
etmeme gibi genel bir egilim ortaya ¢ikmaktadir.

ls bulmada nelerin etkili oldugunu sordugumuzda, dil
bilmenin (% 41), Suriyelilere karsi onyarginin (% 56), tanidik
olmamasinin (% 57), tecribe eksikliginin (% 63) ve egitim
eksikliginin (% 68) hic etkili olmadigi dile getirilmistir. Bu sonuglar
bize Suriyeli is gucunldn nitelikli, tecribe isteyen, dil bilmenin
fonksiyonel oldugu isler yerine gice dayal, daha az nitelik
gerektiren islere yoneldigini gostermektedir.

s ve calisma kosullarindaki diger dnemli sonuclardan birisi,
% 61.6'sinda bir kisinin, % 27'sinde ikiser kisinin c¢alsiyor
olmasidir. Ailede % 70 civarinda baba ve cocuklar, % 3 civarinda
anne ve % 20 civarinda hanedeki diger akrabalar da calisiyor.

Butlin bu is ve calisma oOrintisinin sonucunda Suriyeli
ailelerin % 67'sinin aylik ortalama geliri 1404 TL ve altinda yer
alirken, % 17'sinin 1405-1999 TL'dir. Sadece yaklasik % 11'inin
2000-2999 TL ve % 3.6'sinin 3000 ila 5000 TL arasinda aile geliri
bulunmaktadir. Bu gelir yapisina paralel Suriyeliler arasinda kredi
karti sahipligi orani oldukca dusuk (% 5) cikmasi anlasilabilirdir
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(kredi karti sahipliginin kuskusuz, vatandaslik numarasi ve gelirle
de alakasi oldugu muhakkaktir). Ayni zamanda dusuk gelirli ve
yoksullukla miicadele etmeye calisan Suriyelilerin, ihtiyag
duyduklarinda akrabalara (% 54) ve Suriyeli tanidiklara (% 36.4)
borclandiklarini  da &greniyoruz ve % 53'e yakini borglu
oldugunu/borgla yasamini strdirmeye calistigini ifade etmistir.
Hakeza, kent ici ulasimda belediye otoblsi ve dolmus
kullaniminin yogunlugunun gelirle de ilgisi bulunmaktadir.

Turkiye'de basinda ve gundelik hayatta Suriyelilere dair
yapilan tartismalarin buyudk kismini yardimlarin olusturdugu
bilinmektedir. Arastirmada ¢ikan sonuclar, tGzerinde disintlmeye
deger niteliktedir. Zira Gaziantep'teki Suriyelilerin yaklasik % 63'G
hi¢ bir maddi, % 70'i saglik, % 86 civari egitim ve yaklasik % 99'u
psikolojik destek ya da yardim almadiklarini sdyltuyor. Dolayisiyla
bu sonuglar Suriyeliler 6zelinde miilteciler ve gé¢menlere yonelik
bazi platformlarda sik¢a dile getirilen olumsuz yorum ve
yaklasimlari temelsiz birakiyor. Savas ve siddet gibi ciddi
bedensel ve ruhsal travmalara yol acabilen ya da ag¢mis bir
strecten gelmis insanlarin neredeyse tamaminin psikolojik destek
almamis olmasi, Gzerinde ayrica distinmeyi gerektiriyor.

GuUnlik hayatta karsilasilan sorunlarin % 55'i dil, % 50'ye
yakini is ve issizlikle ilgilidir. Dahasi, Gaziantep’teki Suriyelilerin
yaklasik % 50'sinin samimi oldugu hi¢ bir Gaziantepli arkadasi
yoktur. Bu sonuclar, Gaziantep gibi is, calisma, barinma, etkilesim,
mutfak hususlarinda degisime agik bir kentte bile, ylksek
demografik yogunluga ragmen toplumsal iliskilerdeki mesafeyi
gostermesi bakimindan dikkat cekicidir. Bu sonuclar, ileriye
yonelik uyum ve karsihkli degisme konularinda politika
olusturucularin nelere dikkat etmesi gerektiginin de altini
cizmektedir.

En cok tartisilan ve merak edilen sonuclardan birisi de
Turkiye'deki Suriyelilerin gelecegidir. Arastirmada Gaziantep'teki
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Suriyelilere dénme niyetleri de sorulmustur. % 56'si uygun
kosullar olustugunda Suriye'ye donmek istedigini ifade ederken
% 44'G donmeyi dusunmedigini belirtmistir. Yine yer degistirme
istekleri ve planlarina bakildiginda Suriyelilerin % 56'si Suriye'ye
donmek isterken, yaklasik % 13’0 baska bir tlkeye, % 10'u baska
mahalleye yine % 10'a yakini baska bir kente gitmek istiyor. Genel
toplamda Suriyelilerin % 70'e yakini (Suriye’ye donmek de dahil)
Turkiye disina ¢ikmak istiyor. Yine arastirmada haneleri temsil
edenlere, Turkiye vatandashgina dair durumlar da soruldu.
Goriustigumuz kisilerin % 3.6'sinin vatandashk aldigini, % 9'unun
basvuru surecinin devam ettigini, % 51.5'inin basvurusunun
olmadigi ama basvurmayr duastindigund, % 35.9'unun asla
Turkiye vatandaslhgina basvurmayi distinmedigini ifade ettigi
gorilmektedir. Benzer sekilde gorusulen kisilerin sadece %
18'inin ailesinden ya da akrabalarindan birisinin vatandashk
aldigini 6greniyoruz.

Saha arastirmasi yapilan mahallelerden elde edilen verilere
gore hanede ya da ailede Turkiye'de 727 evlilik tespit edilmistir.
Buradaki dagihmda, goc¢, yerlesme, geleneksel ataerkil degerler
ve kadinin acik ya da kapali toplumsal rollerine dair veriler de
ortaya cikmaktadir. Evlenenlerin % 57'ye yakini kadindir. 727
evliligin  yaklasik %  74'G  Suriyelilerin  kendi arasinda
gerceklesmistir. Ama son derece anlamli bir oranda, yaklasik % 24
civarinda Gazianteplilerle/Turkiyelilerle yapilan evlilik s6z konusu
ve burada da Turklerle evlenen Suriyeli kadin orani, Suriyeli erkek
oranindan yuksektir.

Mahallelerdeki toplumsal iliskilerin, etkilesimin ve karsilikli
degismenin en onemli gdstergelerinden birisi de komsuluk
davranis  orlntdleridir.  Cok genel manada  Suriyelilere,
komsulariyla ilgili dastinceleri soruldugunda neredeyse benzer
oranlarda (% 63 ve 64) butin komsularindan memnun olduklarini
ve lyi iliskilere sahip olduklarini ifade ettikleri gortulmektedir.
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Fakat komsulugun davranissal, somut ydnlerine dair sorulara
verilen cevaplar, cok az temasin oldugunu gdstermektedir.

Yine Turkiye'deki medyada ve guindelik hayatta cok¢a konu
edilen asayis, guvenlik ve resmi kurumlarla iliskiler de
sorulmustur. Cikan sonuclara gore, Gaziantep'teki Suriyelilerin
yaklasik % 70'inin resmi kurumlara gitme sebebi ikamet, kimlik
gibi islemler. % 21 civari magduriyetinden dolayr baska birine
dava agcmak ve sikayetci olmak icin mahkemeye basvururken,
goristigumuz kisilerin sadece % 6.5'i davali oldugu icin
mahkemeye cagrilmistir. Bu da Suriyelileri asayis olaylaryla
Ozdeslestiren genel tutumun c¢ok da temeli olmadigini
goOstermektedir.
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INTRODUCTION

There have been a number of concrete reasons and
opinions why Turkey has been the primary country among the
most-affected countries since the Syrian Civil War started in
March 2011. Nearly of all the regions of Turkey, notably the
border cities, have been a safe harbor where people escaping the
war took shelter since this period. In particular, Gaziantep has
been one of the first frequently visited sites for hundreds of
thousands of Syrians due to both its location on the Syrian
border and its commercial and cultural relations with Aleppo in
historical terms. Likewise, the path of most Syrians coming to
Turkey has been crossed with Gaziantep.

According to the data from Gaziantep Governorship
Provincial Directorate of Migration Management in May 2018,
the number of registered Syrians in Turkey was 3,586,679. The
ratio of this number to the population in Turkey is 4.44%. From
this data there are also 384,290 Syrians registered in Gaziantep.
This corresponds to a highly significant portion, 19.16%, of
Gaziantep's population. To put it very generally, official figures
declare that 1 out of every 5 people we meet in Gaziantep at
work, on the street, in the bazaar is Syrian. When we take into
account that we face a very dynamic and volatile population, we
can expect that this ratio will not be lower but higher.

Despite this demographic, cultural, economic, humanitarian
and political reality, the narrow and limited research towards
Syrians generally in Turkey, specifically in Gaziantep, emerge as
the primary issue that scientists working on this issue have
identified. Therefore, Gaziantep University's Department of
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Sociology decided to carry out a comprehensive study in order
to close this knowledge gap to some extent.

Along with the preparation of the Structured Interview
Forms in two copies, Turkish and Arabic, the Gaziantep
Governorship applied for the necessary permits regarding this
field research planned in November 2017. After the official
approval of the Governorship on December 1, 2017, 98 field
research groups were established with the attendance one Arabic
translator. Majority of the researchers were Syrian university
students and research teams consisting of 2 undergraduate
students from the Department of Sociology were created. Each
field research group was placed under the guidance of 6 units
consisting of two graduate students and one faculty member
each. These research groups started the data collection process
from the second week of December 2017. After approximately
three weeks of interviews, on December 31, 2017, all interviews
and data collection processes in the field were completed.

In the process of selecting the sample group, the intent
was to conduct 20 questionnaires in all the neighborhoods in the
city center of Gaziantep to the best of ability. However, the fact
that the number of groups formed was lower than the number of
neighborhoods showed that it was not possible to reach all the
neighborhoods. So it was required to establish a sample to
capture all representations from the neighborhoods where the
lower, middle and upper-income groups were living. Thus, it was
determined that 20 surveys per group would be conducted in 1
or 2 neighborhoods. More than one group was assigned in some
neighborhoods where Syrians are more densely populated. This
meant it was possible to collect more data in these
neighborhoods. On the other hand, having less Syrian families in
some neighborhoods pulled the number of conducted surveys
down. Thus, a 20-survey quota per group was not applied. In
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addition, the research has not been funded by any institution or
organization, and everyone involved in the project has worked
on a voluntary basis. As a result, face-to-face interviews with 79
questions and structured questionnaires containing various
options were conducted with 1,824 people representing the
houses or families of 190 neighborhoods (villages excluded) in
Sehitkamil and Sahinbey districts of Gaziantep. Thus, the
distribution reflected in the following map was obtained.

As the research includes many topics including the general
demographic patterns of Syrians in Gaziantep relating to, work,
lifestyle, adaptation process, and expectations, it is certain that
this research will help fill an important gap in scope, detail, and
diversity. Though the primary aim was to bring the situation of
the Syrian refugees to the forefront, it also has had a secondary
aim of facilitating the meeting or and integrating the Syrian
students studying at various departments and faculties at
Gaziantep University with the students in the Department of
Sociology. In fact, it was observed that there was integration
among students in the "Field Experience Sharing Meeting" held
in March 2018 with the attendance of all the students who
participated in the field research. It is expected that this will
encourage other students in time who are yet to know to each
other.

As can be inferred from the detailed reports of the field
research, the various questions and topics the study incorporates
outline the general characteristics of Syrians living in Gaziantep.
Starting with an inquiry into the region or the social
environments Syrians used to inhabit before migrating to Turkey
or Gaziantep, the study also contains a breakdown of the lengths
of time spent by Syrians in Gaziantep or Turkey. The study then
focuses on the general demographic patterns of Syrians, both on
an individual basis and on the basis of households. The survey
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also includes data such as age and gender distribution, marital
status, and the number of children. There are also questions
about the households, the number of families and children living
within the households, as well as the number of children born in
Gaziantep and their kinship status. In regard to the question of
migration and being a migrant, the study asks questions to
appreciate Syrian’s kinship relations in the town center of
Gaziantep and beyond. This is done to try and appreciate the
importance of networks and patterns of solidarity. Since the
outcome of wars is not limited to migration and displacement, an
attempt has been made to collect various data pertaining to the
disabled and elderly population in Syrian households. The study
also tries to provide a general picture of the socio-economic
situation of Syrians. This is done through a range of questions
that extend from the physical characteristics of the houses
inhabited by the Syrians to their ownership status. There are also
questions on the incomes and expenditures of households,
including rent. The study also makes inquiries concerning the
extent to which Syrians in Gaziantep are integrated into urban
life. This is done through questions that range from shopping
habits to the subjects’ visiting of public places, social venues etc.
One of the other important topics in relation to immigration and
being a refugee is the extent of migrants’ inclusion in working
life. The study therefore also contains questions on this issue. It is
particularly true in the case of refugees that providing assistance
to people living in difficult conditions is important. There are
therefore related questions in this survey. Questions are also
asked about the survival strategies of the households or families
who are trying to make a living in Gaziantep. The study also has
questions that enable an understanding of the neighborhood,
friendship or business relations Syrians have established with the
people in Gaziantep as part of their everyday lives. Questions are
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also asked on the issue of conferring Turkish citizenship to
Syrians. These establish the current situation and future
tendencies. On the other hand, and in light of the importance of
the issue of education, there are also questions on the overall
educational status of the Syrian population. In addition to all of
the above, there are detailed questions on topics such as socio-
cultural relations, social mobility, marriage, neighborhood and
education. Towards the end of the research, there are questions
to try and understand Syrians' interactions with public offices and
organizations.

It needs to be especially emphasized that it is very
important for the Sociology Department to undertake research
of this nature in a city that has bore the brunt of mass-scale
immigration. Such research should combine the observations
made with the research from previous years. It is also important
that the Sociology department has carried out this research
study using a long and comprehensive questionnaire based on
seven years of detailed observations and information gathering
on the issue of immigration in Gaziantep. This means that it fully
utilizes its position as a first-hand witness of events.

We would like to thank Ali YERLIKAYA, the Major of
Gaziantep, Prof. Ali GUR, the Rector of Gaziantep University, Prof.
Sehmus DEMIR, the Vice Rector of Gaziantep University, Prof.
Metin BEDIR, the Vice Rector of Gaziantep University and
Prof.Hllya ARSLAN EROL, the Dean of Faculty of Arts and
Sciences, for their valuable contributions to the preparation and
execution of this work, and for sharing the results of this study.
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Figure 2: Syrian Residence’s Settlement Type
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Figure 3: Yearly Syrian Migration to Turkey
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Figure 4: Length of Stay in Gaziantep

The arrival of the Syrian population in Turkey in 2011-2013
accelerated in parallel with the war in Syria, it is noted that this
flow rate began to decline after 2013. Considering the length of
time that Syrians they have been residing in Gaziantep as
evidenced by Fig. 3, it can be said that Gaziantep has been the
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first location in Turkey where the vast majority of interview
participants have settled.

Photo: Kemal Vural Tarlan

DEMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS

Female
56,9

Figure 5: Population Distribution by Gender
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The female population in the sample was higher due to the
fact that the majority of the interviews were made in houses and
research was carried out during the daytime, especially during
working hours.
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Figure 7: Age Distribution by Gender
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The average age of the Syrian interviewees were calculated
as being 36.4 years of age. From Fig.6, 83.5% of the Syrians
whom we met in Gaziantep were under the age of 50. This
demonstrates that the population sample being worked with is
relatively young population.
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Figure 8: Marital Status
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Figure 9: Number of Children per Household

The average children number per household that were
interviewed was 4.2. This ratio is close to the average regional
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rate which currently stands at 4, but is higher than the overall
rate of Turkey just 2 children per household.

Figure 10: Families with Children Born in Turkey
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Figure 11: Number of Children Born in Turkey per Household



Syrians in Gaziantep 89

) -
% 80,00 71,68
70,00 -
60,00 -
50,00 -
40,00 -
30,00 -
20,35
20,00 -

10,00 - 6,75
. 08 017 011 006
3

0,00 -

4 5 6 7

Figure 12: Number of Families Living in Each House

Approximately 30% of the houses examined contained
more than one family, which gives an indication of the difficult
circumstances like overcrowding being experienced by the Syrian
population.
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Figure 13: Number of People Living in the Same House

To continue looking in this direction, it can be observed
that the average number of people living in a house is 6.6. This



90 Syrians in Gaziantep

demonstrates that the size of Syrian families is almost double the
Turkey average, which is 3.4 in 2017 according to the Turkey
Statistical Institute.
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79%

Figure 14: Relatives Living in Gaziantep

Approximately three-quarters of the Syrian families have
one relative living in Gaziantep. This demonstrates that the Syrian
population comes from places nearby to families and highlights
traditional solidarity patterns.
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Figure 15: Number of Relatives Living in Gaziantep
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Approximately 80% of the Syrians interviewed in Gaziantep
have a relative in Gaziantep as indicated by Fig. 14. Syrians with
relatives numbering greater than one, but less than four results
to 85% of the population interviewed.

Figure 16: Relatives Living Outside Gaziantep

Similarly, about 70% of the Syrians interviewed have
relatives living outside Gaziantep.

DISABILITY

Figure 17: Families with Disabilities
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Figure 18: Percentage of Disabilities by Disability Status

The data on disabled people among the Syrians living in
Gaziantep can provide important clues about the living
conditions of the Syrians before immigration. When considering
a population coming from the spiral of war and violence, high
rates of disability types due to hazards of war such as injury, limb
loss etc. are expected results. According to UN sources, the rate
of disability in countries with a hot war reaches up to 25%. High-
level injuries caused by a hot war and unfavorable health services
can be listed as the main causes of disability (32%) but many
factors such as culture, health, nutrition, and education seem to
cause an increase in the rate of disability as well.

Again, in the context of these findings, it can be seen that
between 27% and 40% have congenital disabilities and 60% have
posterior disabilities. Another significant indicator is that male
disability is higher than females in all other categories except
disability due to old age.
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Figure 20: Accommodation types of Syrian Residences in

Gaziantep
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Figure 21: Size of Residence

Nearly all of the Syrian population interviewed live in
rented houses. In addition it was observed that a large majority
(55%) remain in shanty houses or warehouses. The majority of
the houses accommodated by the Syrian population have either
2 or 3 rooms. Notwithstanding this, we can assume that the
lowest 10% of income earning Syrians interviewed, representing
approximately 40,000 people, are living in a single bedroom
house. Only 12% of Syrians interviewed were living in a 4
bedroom house. However, it should be noted and explained in
further detail that not all families in 4 bedroom houses represent
middle-upper classes as it is possible that more than one family
may live in a house. If attention is paid to the number of families
living in the household compared to the number of rooms,
clearer results emerge.
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Figure 22: Average Monthly Rent

As almost all of the Syrians interviewed live in rented
houses, the average monthly rent for a house is a significant
expense to consider. As can be seen, 57% of the Syrians pay an
average of 500 £ of rent per month. Nearly 99% pay rent less
than 1000 #. This further gives indications to the conditions
which this population lives.
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Figure 23: Family Expenses
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As can be understood from Figure 23, the most significant
expenses indicated by the Syrians interviewed in Gaziantep are
rent and bill payments (electricity, water, heating etc.). The fact
that education spending is the least significant expense for
Syrian families is due to the fact that education cannot be a first
priority when living under difficult conditions. As can be seen in
the graphs below, another factor is that children go to public
schools and the number of Syrian children going to private
schools is at minimal levels.
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Figure 24: Daily Shopping Locations

A correlation is obvious between the socio-cultural
situations and their preferences for district bazaars and groceries.
It seems that there is a significant correlation between the low-
number of mall visits and the income of Syrians interviewed as
evidenced by Fig. 24.
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Figure 25: Accessibility of Local Syrian Products

The existence of a product supply system formed by the
Syrians in Gaziantep is also striking. It can be observed that the
Syrian population has established their own commercial
networks (especially in basic consumption items, though not very
large scale).
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Figure 26: Vehicle Ownership

As could be expected due to low income and high rental
expenses, vehicle ownership of the Syrian population is minimal.
It is worth pointing out that ownership of the car is also very low
at 9.2% of the Syrians interviewed.

Figure 27: Certificate of Proficiency or Diploma

It is stated that about 88% of the Syrian population
interviewed does not have any diplomas. This is especially
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noticeable in the population at the lower income level, as
witnessed by Fig.27.

EMPLOYMENT STATUS
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Figure 28: Employment Status

As can be seen by Fig. 28, most of the people interviewed
are outside of the workforce for various reasons. The fact that
only 1 out of 4 people interviewed are currently working
identifies this issue as matter to be taken into consideration.
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Figure 29: Employment Status in Turkey

% 100,0 -
90,0 - 88,4
80,0 -
70,0 -
60,0 -
50,0 -
40,0 -
300 -
20,0 -

10,0 - 5,2 ' 44

Uninsured Employee Insured Employee  Manager/Director Other

Figure 30: Employee Work Sector



Syrians in Gaziantep 101

% 90,0 -
500 - 77,8
70,0 -
60,0 -
50,0 -
40,0 -
30,0 -
200 - 16,1

10,0 - 56 ] L
0,0 L .

Private Sector Public Institution International Other
Organization

Figure 31: Employee Work Sector

The participants stated that 5.6% were working in public
institutions, 0.6% in international institutions, 16% in other
sectors and 77.8% in the private sector. This is as a result of
public institution employment eligibility requiring citizenship,
except for certain "contracted work" situations. It is natural and
expected that the working areas of the participants are private
sector-focused. This means at the same time that there is also a
significant labor force entering the "private" working areas in the
city.

Part-time

Full-time 19%
81%
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Figure 32: Type of Jobs

18.9% of participants stated that they work on a part-time
basis and 81.1% on a full-time basis. This indicates that the
employed Syrian population has become an integrated part of
the city's working life.

Permanent
62.1

Figure 33: Duration of Job

37.9% of participants stated that they work in
temporary/seasonal jobs and 62.1% work in permanent jobs.
When looked at in addition with the previous chart, it is seen that
the employed Syrian population is significantly involved in the
working life of the city.
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Figure 34: Job Search Channels

The employment and working data clearly shows that the
Syrians who are employed in the private sector, nearly half gets
one or more one jobs in Gaziantep. The formation of a Syrian job
search-network to assist in finding work is a common occurrence
in such immigration and refugee experiences. However, it should
be noted that this ratio is not related to all Syrians, but only to
the Syrians who are at the age of work. Another clear result from
the interviews is that the Syrian population in Gaziantep is
concentrated on unregistered employment.

47,7% of the participans stated that they found a job via
their Syrian friends, 15,3% of them via their Turkish friends, 31,5%
of them via their own efforts. While the most popular way of
finding a job is through "Syrian acquaintances" which is typical of
"immigration solidarity”; there is also a relatively high rate of
“Turkish acquaintances” and “"own efforts” which shows to what
extent the Syrians can enter into the labor market in the city
during this time.
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Photo: Kemal Vural Tarlan

Figure 35: Wage Negotiation
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Figure 36: Wage Negotiation by Gender

While 33% of the participants indicated that they
negotiated with their employer about the wage during the
application; 67% stated that they did not negotiate. While this
shows that according to the research, having a job application is
the primary factor in "being able to hold in another country"; it
also shows that a considerable number of the population have
“an alternative search” network in the city.
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Figure 37: Wage Disagreement Attitude.
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20.5% of those interviewed indicated that they would seek
additional jobs, 47.4% would not object to it, and 26.9% said they
would leave the job if they found the wage insufficient. While this
shows in line with the previous graph that "being able to hold” is
the main factor for a considerable number of the population, it
also shows that there are alternatives for a certain part of the
population.
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Figure 38: Dispute with Employer

While 78.6% of the participants stated that they did not
dispute with their employer; 21.4% of the participants said they
had disputes with their employer. As avoiding confrontation with
the employer is a situation from which employees generally
avoid, regardless of whether they are immigrants or refugees, it
can be said that the rate of the Syrian employees who have
disputes with their employers is relatively high. This could show
that a significant portion of the Syrian population feels confident
in relying on a network of alternative jobs being available.
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Figure 39: Barriers to Finding Work

41% of the interviewees stated that a lack of Turkish
language was not an effective barrier to obtaining work. 59%
stated it was either an effective or very effective barrier to
employment. In international migrations, it is clear that knowing
the spoken language of the migrated country in order to find a
job has an immense effect. This can be seen in Fig. 39 as a large
majority of the participants stated that the language was an
effective barrier. However, a significant rate of 41% indicates that
language is not an effective barrier in the context of
employment. This can be explained by two different reasons.
Firstly, the immigrant population is large and there is a
"migration solidarity" in the city due to the length of time spent
in Gaziantep; and secondly, a large majority of the working Syrian
populations work in jobs such as physical labor that do not
require language.

While 56.5% of the participants stated that prejudice is not
an effective barrier to finding a job in Turkey, 31.4% of them
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stated as it is effective and 27.6% of them stated as it is very
effective. Prejudice and alienation in mass immigration cases are
common situations globally and historically. However, as a
barrier to employment, it appears that a vast majority of the
participants have stated that prejudice about finding a job is not
considered an effective barrier. The reason for this is that the
Syrian population has the potential for labor, which is less costly
in terms of the local urban economy. Indeed, when we look at
the working areas of the Syrian population, we can observe that

63.3% of the participants stated that experience is not an
effective barrier to finding a job in Turkey, likewise 29% stated it
was an effective barrier and 7.7% stated as a very effective
barrier. It can be surmised that the fact that many stated that
previous "experience is not an effective barrier" is related to the
attachment of the Syrian population to the urban economy at a
less costly labor potential.

67.9% of the participants stated that education is not
effective barrier to finding a job in Turkey, 24.6% stated as
effective and 7.4% stated as very effective. As 67.9% stated
"education is not an effective barrier" in terms of finding a job is
related to the fact that the Syrian population is seen as a less
costly labor potential and preferred in work areas that require
little to no education.
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Figure 40: Number of Family Members Employed

It was determined that there were 1671 individuals working
in the 1824 families interviewed, and it was determined that in
61.6% of those families, only one person was working. When we
consider the families in which more than one person works,
about 1.47 people per household will be observed as working in
those households.

Although 2% of families say no family member is working,
there are 7% of families that did not provide information about
someone working at home. According to this, it could be
estimated that between 2% and 9% of family members do not
have any employees in the family. It can be assumed that the
livelihoods of such families are largely subsidized by the help of
other individuals living in the same household.
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Figure 41: Family Members in the Labor Force

As in the case of all patriarchal societies where the working
responsibility is borne upon the father, it is observed that the
father makes the biggest contribution to household budget
(48%) whereas the mother makes the least contribution to the
household budget (3%). Among the Syrians interviewed,
households that have children working providing 29% of
household income and a large portion of women that
participated in the survey stated that women do not work
because their work is not right for them or that they are not
allowed to work by the other members of the family.

For the families, the third largest income group (20%) is the
members of the other families living in the same household. For
example, two married brothers and their families can live
together in the same house both working together with their
children. As they all share a common expense, such as rent and
utility bills, this is an important source of income is created these
for two families in one household.
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Figure 42: Average Monthly Income Per Family
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When the average monthly income of the families is asked,
it is apparent that 67.3% of families have a minimum wage or
lower income. When we compare the data in this table with the
number of working individuals, it can be roughly estimated that
the monthly income of a Syrian individual is approximately 880
TL. This figure seems reasonable to consider, given the number
of children working in the family and many people are thought
to be working in uninsured jobs.
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Figure 43: Benefits from Donations

The majority of respondents (62.6%) answered that they
did not receive any donation when asked if they received any
donations from any institution. When the number of families that
had previously received but not currently recieving is added, it is
determined that about 71% of the family members do not get
any donation and 29% of the family members do benefit from
donations. While families living at refugee camps receive
donations regularly by various donors, the rate of families who
do not receive any donations increases the closer the families are
to the city center.
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Figure 44: Donation Benefit Categories

When the needs of immigrant individuals or their families
are considered, it can be observed that donations are needed to
address multiple areas. Besides financial aids, health-related
medication or treatment aids, it is educational aid or
psychological support that are the types of donations mostly
needed by the individuals interviewed. However, it appears that a
large number of families cannot benefit from these donations.
While 37.2% of the participants stated that they benefited from
financial support, those who benefited from health aides were
29.6%, and those who had access to educational assistance were
just 14.4%. It is necessary to state that these supports are not
regularly in place. Psychological support, one of the most needed
areas for war victim immigrants, seems to be hardly ever given,
with only 1.4% of the population interviewed being benefited.
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Figure 45: Credit Card Ownership
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Figure 46: Credit Card Average Monthly Spending

The number of individuals interviewed with credit cards is
around 5%. Approximately 62% of these people make credit card
purchases under 1000 TL per month. When monthly income and
credit card expenses are compared, 9% of family income is close
to the total monthly credit card spending. This shows that credit
card debts have created a serious burden on certain budgets.
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Figure 47: Credit Resources Available

In the case of borrowing, the first points of contact by
Syrian immigrants are either to contact relatives or Syrian
acquaintances. This rate is evidenced by around 90%. This
demonstrates the level of solidarity within the family and the
high level of intergroup support. In general, the emergence of
such solidarity patterns within immigrant groups is a
phenomenon experienced together with the phenomena of
ghettoization and inward closure.
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Figure 48: Indebtedness Status
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Figure 49: Borrowing Sources

When we look at the borrowing situation, it is seen that
52.4% of the families are in debt. When they are asked to whom
they are owed, it is observed that a large majority owe money to
Syrian relatives or Syrian neighbors. It is seen that over 90% of
the people owe money to fellow Syrians, with the vast majority of
the tradesmen being Syrian and the majority of the people in the
other category being family members. It is said that about 18%
of the indebtedness in the tradesman category is caused by
purchases on informal (tick) credits.
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Figure 50: Vehicles Used in Urban Transport

The vehicles that the Syrians most commonly use for urban
transportation purposes are buses. 3.8% of those who do not use
any vehicle are male while 6.7% are females. The fact that
females are generally responsible for childcare and housework
reduces the rate of women's entrance to the urban public area.
Another factor that emerges is old age. Because many people
over the age of 60 have not made any statements about using
these vehicles.
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Figure 51: Most Frequently Encountered Problems in Gaziantep
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Language and financial issues are at the forefront of the
most fundamental problems that Syrians face according to the
surveys. If the markers of the "other" option indicated that high
house rents and substandard living conditions were the biggest
problems being experienced, it could be considered that financial
problems are a little more pronounced than the language
problem in Gaziantep. Though safety concerns and
discrimination are the least mentioned issues for Syrians, about
15% of participants express these concerns.
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Figure 52: Number of Close Turkish Friends

The rate of Syrians who have close relations with
Gaziantepian people is around 50.7%. It is seen that most of
these make friends with more than one Turkish person. It is also
observed that 49.3% of Syrians interviewed do not have
friendship relations with non-Syrians.
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Figure 53: Intention to Return to Syria

When the Syrians living in Gaziantep were asked whether
they had intentions to return to Syria, 56% said they wanted to

return.
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Figure 54: Destination Considered

Of course, it does not mean that those who do not want to
return to Syria are willing to stay in Turkey. Actually, an important
part of those who do not want to return to Syria stated that they
wanted to settle in other countries, especially in Europe.
According to this research, the percentage of those who want to
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leave Turkey is around 69%. When we add those who want to
move to other cities to the rate, we can also say that 78.4% of
Syrian people do not want to live in Gaziantep due to various
reasons.
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Figure 55: Individuals' Education Level
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Figure 56: Education Level by Gender

Although the data of educational level of the Syrian
population in Gaziantep seems surprising at first, it stands close
to the World Bank's 2016 rates (80%). When interviewees were
asked where they lived before the civil war, by mentioning the
province in the research, the answer was mostly "rural areas".
Thus, a 26% of illiteracy rate is not surprising and similar results
have been found in studies outside Gaziantep, in Turkey. At
educational level values, the curve is against women in terms of
gender as could be expected.
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Figure 57: Students in the Family

Most of the Syrian families are multi-child families.
Although the schooling rate among children is not yet at a
sufficient level, the rate of the families who have students is 58%.
When the number of students is divided by the family, it can be
determined that the number of students per family is 1.2 which is
far below the crowded family profile discussed earlier. It can be
said that the most important reason for this is that children have
to contribute to the family budget.
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Figure 58: School Distribution Rate for Students
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When the distribution of students to schools was
examined, it was determined that 97.7% of the students studied
in public schools, 2% in private schools and 0.3% in temporary
education centers (TEC) opened for Syrians.
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Figure 59: Number of Public School Students

When grades of the students who are studying at public
schools are considered it can be seen that the distribution by
gender is close to each other at all education levels. Another
important finding is that there is a serious decline in education
after primary education.
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Figure 60: Number of Private School Students

It is normal for the number of students studying in private
schools to be low due to financial pressures. However, when
compared with students in public schools, it is seen that a much
larger rate of those studying in private schools continuing their
education after primary education. Another striking finding is
that the rate of education in girls is higher at every step of the
schooling process including university, other than kindergarten.
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Figure 61: Number of Students at Temporary Education Centers
(TEC)
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Besides the rate of students studying at Temporary
Education Centers for Syrians is very low, it can be seen that they
only study at kindergarten and primary education level.
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Figure 62: The Ability to Use Turkish

The level of Turkish use is higher in younger generations
when compared to elderly generations and higher in men when
compared to women. While being higher among young people is
related to both biological factors and schooling, being higher in
men is more related to factors such as work and culture.
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Figure 63: The Rate of Participants for Any Training
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Figure 64: Leisure Activity Areas
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The data shows that a significant number of the
participants do not go to the shopping malls and that 27% of the
participants occasionally or frequently go there. The shopping
mall culture is directly related to consumption culture and credit
card usage, which explains why the Syrians interviewed do not
prefer these places. Because the average monthly income of the
families has been found to be below the minimum wage, and it is
seen that the credit card is used by very few people. In addition,
the fact that the shopping malls are far from the districts where
the vast majority of the Syrians live in terms of location also help
to explain this table.

It is an important data that about 55% of Syrians spend
their leisure time in parks and picnic areas. Even if it is supposed
that the Syrians use the parks as places for public gathering and
entertainment, the main reason observed is that the houses
where the Syrians live are very hot in summer and very cold in
winter which increase utility costs to maintain. It could be argued
to imply that parks are imposed as the only option where
economic consumption of some kind is not a necessity.

About 60% of the Syrians interviewed were spending
leisure time activities by visiting their relatives shows the power
of group relationships. However, this situation may make it
difficult to establish relations with the pre-residents in Gaziantep
and increase the probability of ghettoization. However, the fact
that approximately 36% of interviewees are open to out-of-
group relations beyond their relative ties can be perceived as an
advantage in terms of compliance.

With 84.9% of participants indicating that they did not
spend their free time in cafés and coffee shops, a rate of 15%
stated that they were going to these places. The cafés and coffee
houses run by the Syrians, which can be seen in different parts of
Gaziantep, are probably the places where these participants
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meant. This could be due to the Syrians and existing residents in
Gaziantep are not able to convert such spaces into common
spaces at a appropiate level yet.

However, it is seen that participants meet with their friends
at a regular frequency. As most of their friends are Syrian, it can
be said that this is an indication of the ghettoization.
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Figure 65: Traveling Outside the City
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Figure 66: Reasons for Traveling Outside the City
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The fact that more than two-thirds of the participants have
never been out of the city since arriving to Gaziantep appears to
be largely related to the income of their families. A large majority
(66%) of the people who go out of the city also point out that
they visit relatives-friends, indicating that the Syrians are trying
to maintain kinship networks. This points to the patterns of
solidarity that are frequently observed among immigrants. An
upward change in the family economy will be an opportunity for
both migrants to diversify their roaming circles and to break their
traditional family ties.
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Figure 67: Marriage in Turkey

The above graph shows that the Syrians who escaped from
a social catastrophe like war are trying to maintain a marriage,
despite difficult conditions. Among 727 people, who married in
Turkey, the rate of women married here is 56.9% while the rate of
men is 43.1%. The rate of women marrying Gaziantepians is
much higher than that of men. The biggest reason for this could
be explained by the recognition of women as a crucial enabler to
maintain a patriarchal society.
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Figure 71: Relationship Standing with Gaziantepian Neighbors
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Figure 72: Relationship Standing with Gaziantepian Neighbors
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Photo: Kemal Vural Tarlan

% 70,0 -
61,0
60,0 -
50,0 -
40,0 -
30,0 -
20,0 - 16,8 130
10,0 - 85
A
0,0 :

Good with all ~ Good with Bad with all No relation No Syrian
some neighbors

Figure 73: Relationship Standing with Syrian Neighbors
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Figure 74: Relationship Standing with Syrian Neighbors

The relationship of the Syrian people with their neighbors
in their local neighborhoods revealed remarkable results. When
the researchers were not satisfied with an answer that could be
put down to "political correctness" some typical behaviors of the
neighborhood were discussed which resulted in very different
responses being obtained. The fact that the neighborhood
relations between Gaziantepians and the Syrians are at a very low
level provides important clues both for the Syrian population in
the city and the harmony to overall society and for the future of
the people living in Gaziantep with the new coming population.
Hence, adaptation, integration or cohabitation is not as easy as it
seems, and there may be very different processes beyond
political and ideological discourse on the social level.

One of the most interesting issues in Neighborhood
relations is the pattern revealed by Neighborhood relations
among the Syrian population in Gaziantep. Compared to the
Gaziantep population, there is a visible relationship frequency,
but it is difficult to discuss a dominant solidarity or social
relation. One of the biggest reasons for this is that although the



136 Syrians in Gaziantep

overwhelming majority of the Syrian population comes from
different parts of Aleppo (cities-towns and villages), and the area
and the size of the province of Aleppo, makes it difficult to
maneuver geographically which challenges the ability to
establish  relationships despite living with the same
circumstances. On the other hand, it is important to note that
people who came to Gaziantep due to extraordinary conditions
such as war and immigration have a history of different cultural
and class backgrounds that cannot be reduced to a single type
and since the changes in the urgent security conditions, these
differences and variations have a more than expected effect on
neighborhood and other social relations.
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Figure 75: Connection Tools with Relatives in Syria
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Figure 77: Various Media Channels Usage

It is evident that telecommunication and communication
resources of a significant number of interview participants are
composed of telephones/internet and televisions, which is an
expected situation. Because the war in Syria became the first war
which social media in the world realized all of the roles of



138 Syrians in Gaziantep

reporting, showing, shielding, concealing, exaggerating or
distorting at the same time. On the other hand, the widespread
power of social media, the use of smartphones and the
possibilities provided by the Internet is a great opportunity
among the Syrian population in Gaziantep.

One of the essential considerations here to focus on is that
the language barrier and the lack of cultural interaction between
the inhabitants of the city, or the fact that people live in their
social surroundings without too much contact from outsiders,
has shown itself in a very striking way in communication issue.
The reason why radio and television channels broadcasting in
Turkish are underutilized is two-fold. Firstly, as the language is
unknown and secondly, there is very little contact with other
residents as the data in the Neighborhood relations revealed.
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Figure 78: Turkish Citizenship Status
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3.5% of the Syrians interviewed in the research have
received Turkish citizenship, 9% have applied and waiting for the
conclusion, and about 52% were considering applying. However,
35% stated that they were not considering applying. These rates
can make it easier to foresee populations in the future.

Figure 79: Family or Relatives with Turkish Citizenship Status

Figure 80: Court or Police Station Attendance



140 Syrians in Gaziantep

9% 80,0 -

69,5

70,0 -
60,0 -
50,0 -
40,0
30,0
20,0

10,0

0,0

Figure 81: Reason Court or Police Station Attendance

The field research results show that, unlike the prejudices
expressed in particular discourses and expression channels, the
Syrians in Gaziantep are at a minimal level of involvement with
official state institutions such as the judiciary, police station and
court, except for their identity, driver's license or residence
proceedings. It is understood that most of the Syrians who need
to go (or are invited) to court or police station to visit these
institutions are due to issuing driving licenses or identity cards
and that those who visit these institutions because of law and
order issues are complainants not defendants. Therefore, the
prejudices that the Syrians in Gaziantep caused a public order
issue are unwarranted and unfounded, and police and security
records have already confirmed these results.



Syrians in Gaziantep 141

CONCLUSION AND EVALUATION

This field research was undertaken to determine the
general composition of the Syrian population in Gaziantep, the
adaptation processes, problems and anticipations. The results
have clearly revealed some trends of migration and immigration
within Gaziantep. Firstly, the presence of a fairly young
demography is striking. The age distribution and fertility patterns
of the Syrian population in Gaziantep are particularly close to the
Southeast region. One of the biggest reasons for the markedly
low level of education is the fact that the vast majority of people
who come to or stay in Gaziantep come from rural areas of
Aleppo. Another significant issue regarding education and
schooling is that school-age Syrian children are increasingly
getting involved in the Turkish public school system.

A Syrian profile consisting of crowded individuals emerges
at the household level. To overcome the extra difficulties of
migration and being a refugee, these crowded household
structures seem to be one of the survival strategies that the
Syrian population resorted to. The same parallel process to this
situation is the fact that resources have been shared with more
than one person in the household bringing income to the
household. We are also encountered the fact that there is a
Syrian workforce in Gaziantep that works for a cheaper wage and
mostly below the minimum wage level. This stands as an
important data to understand both current and future potential
social, cultural and economic relations.

Findings for the present and future probable situation of
the integration or social life adaptation process in Gaziantep
have provided considerable clues. Numerous parameters such as
language, participation in education, marriage and local
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communities reveal that Syrians in Gaziantep mostly have a
minimal level of contact and involvement with the people living
in the city. This limitation of the social relations is a result that
should be considered seriously in the Syrians' adaptation to the
city. As it is understood from the research data, because of the
prolongation of the war in Syria, a great number of Syrian
workforce (labor) potential in Gaziantep has been included in the
work and working life of Gaziantep. As this labor force is seen as
less costly, it has become "preferred” in the work and working life
and thus a "Syrian workforce network" has begun to emerge in
the city. Due to this "cost-preference relationship”, the Syrian
workforce in certain workspaces has been able to develop an
alternative business network over time. This means that the
Syrian workforce has been added into Gaziantep's work and
working life considerably.

A typical traditional patriarchal society characteristic of the
Syrian community in Gaziantep has led to less participation of
women in working, social and educational life. The limited job
opportunities, not speaking the language, lack of education or
work experience seriously shape the Syrians’ ability to find jobs
that are more satisfactory even if they are not prevented from
finding work. Therefore, this is a process in which the Syrians in
Gaziantep cannot be sufficiently involved in the socio-cultural life
and social relation networks, and accordingly, is a process that
can lead them to turn in upon themselves and their
ghettoization.

Another significant result is that more than half of the
Syrians living in Gaziantep have expressed their desire to return
to Syria once appropriate conditions are provided. Though not at
very high rates, in general, the desire to change location also is
note-worthy. The process of becoming a citizen of Turkey shows
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an increase, though remains minimal in the overall demographic
structure.

While one of the aims of this study is to reveal the current
situation with the Syrian migrants, the other is to make the
missing points clear and to show the necessary interest in these
areas. In a community already disadvantaged in terms of war
conditions, it is evident that these groups, which become
disadvantaged twice due to the disability and old age, need
special attention. The data provided by this study suggest that
disability and old age issues need to be studied in more detail.
This is a process in which more than one scientific discipline and
public institution can come together and configure together.

The pattern that emerges from the questions we have
asked within the scope of this study can be summarized in very
general terms as follows:

It is understandable that the population that has migrated
to Gaziantep due to the war in Syria is predominantly from a
certain region. For centuries, the city of Aleppo and its hinterland
has had a huge historical, cultural and economic impact on
Gaziantep and its immediate surroundings. Therefore, from the
perspective of the results of the survey, it is interesting that more
than 90% of the Syrians in Gaziantep came from Aleppo and its
surrounding areas, which shows that this historical axis is still
relevant, even in the presence of war and other humanitarian
crises. It is therefore worth reemphasizing the point here. It is
important to note that 65% of the Syrians interviewed in the
study have declared that they come from places which they
define as having an "urban" character. But the biggest concern
here is in relation to the disconnect between the Syrian
population’s and the general sociological definition of what a
"city" is. As it is inappropriate to discuss in this context what a
city, a village or town actually is, the information given by the
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Syrian migrants during the research has been recorded verbatim,
and without interpretation. In addition to the above, the mobility
and diversity of the Syrian population in Gaziantep over the last
6-7 years should also be taken into consideration. It should also
be emphasized that the data has been obtained from a very
large sample.

The research has also revealed the impact of war on the
decision of people to move location. When one looks at how
long these people have been in Gaziantep and Turkey, it is clear
that there has been a massive increase in immigration into the
region since the war started in 2011, and also since 2016, when
the internal conflicts began. According to the data obtained,
more than 40% of the Syrians in Gaziantep have been in the city
for 3-4 years. The fact that more than 30% of the Syrians have
been in Gaziantep for the last 5-7 years shows the correlation
between the severity of the war and the size of the migrating
population. Overall, nearly 25% of the Syrians in Gaziantep have
been there for 1-2 years.

Unsurprisingly, it can be seen that it is predominantly
women, the elderly and children who have been affected the
most by the war and the subsequent displacements. While the
female population is close to 57%, it can also be seen that nearly
84% of the population, both male and female, is less than 50
years old. This is important in terms of demonstrating what
challenges Gaziantep faces on issues such as educating, finding
work, integrating or teaching the migrant population the
language. It is also necessary to add that the majority of all
groups is female, except for those aged 56 years and over.

Questions about the level of education of the Syrians has
also produced striking results. 26.4% are illiterate, around 29%
are primary school graduates, around 26% are secondary school
graduates, 11% are college / university graduates, and 1% have
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graduate diplomas. It is also necessary to add that women are
seen to be in a disadvantaged position with regards to these
figures.

It is not surprising that more than 85% of the Syrians
interviewed are married, as mostly people that are representative
of the households have been interviewed. We have also tried to
obtain an accurate figure of the number of children the migrants
have, which is a hot-button issue in Gaziantep and Turkey as a
whole. According to the interviews, the proportion of families
with only 1 child was close to 9%, while the Syrians had an
average of 4.2 children. It should also be emphasized that these
are average figures obtained through the exclusion of socio-
cultural variables such as coming from an urban background,
educational level, work and employment status, women's
education and employment status. Almost half of the Syrian
families have children that were born in Turkey. Of the families
who have a child born in Turkey, around 65% had one child, 28%
2 children and over 6% more than 3 children. 58% of Syrian
families have at least one child who goes to school or is at school
age, and almost 98% of these children go to state schools. While
2% go to private schools, only 0.3% go to temporary education
centers.

On the other hand, the proportion of Syrians who can
speak the native language is also striking in terms of showing
their educational status, as well as demonstrating social cohesion
and cultural interaction. While approximately 50% of the mothers
in the households do not speak Turkish at all, this rate falls to
41% for fathers and 31% for children. As can be seen, there is a
higher rate of speaking the native language among the younger
population. This demonstrates the importance of school, and
interacting with the external social world, as much as age. In that
respect, only 8% of the Syrians in Gaziantep declare that they
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have ever attended a course (language, profession, etc.). The lack
of language and social interaction also manifests itself in the
spending of leisure time. Approximately 73% of the Syrians never
go to shopping malls (of course, this also has to do with income),
43% never go to picnics and parks, 37% to friends and on family
visits, 85% to cafés, and 78% to anywhere outside of the city.
These factors need to be considered when making decisions
about change and the adaptation processes. Other supporting
data can be found in the section on media and communication.
There are quite striking results from questions on the use of
television, radio and the internet. It is in these areas where
language and interaction play a prominent role. 86% of the
Syrians in Gaziantep do not listen to Turkish radio at all and 54%
do not watch any Turkish TV. It is necessary to add that most
Syrians watch Arabic television, browse through Arabic websites
and use Arabic mobile applications, which are easier for them to
access. However, the war and other events in Syria are still
carefully followed on television.

Based on the number of Syrian families living in the same
household, it is understood that approximately 72% of
households consist of a single family, and that there are two or
more families in 28% of households. While the fact that the
number of Syrians living in a single household being above the
average in Turkey (6.6 people) has to do with survival strategies
and adapting to the tough conditions brought on by the
exigencies of war and being a refugee, it is also possible to say
that it is also due to the high birth rate among Syrians and their
penchant for extended families.

Another outcome of the field study is that it has once again
confirmed that the Syrians maintain their relations with their
relatives, and that these networks of solidarity play an important
role in coping with the grave problems caused by their new
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refugee status. 42% of the Syrians in the city center have at least
one relative who lives in Gaziantep. In fact, 42% have between 2
and 4 relatives living in the city center. 70% of Syrians have
relatives living in other parts of Turkey. These are fairly high rates
and give us an idea of the channels and paths of interaction in
the migration process.

As part of this research, questions have also been asked
about disability; one of the most important dimensions of war,
immigration and asylum. The research paints a picture of Syrian
migrants who are either mentally and physically disabled from
birth, or who are disabled due to other reasons, such accidents,
and who need social support due to old age. While males make
up the majority of disabled migrants, the opposite is true when it
comes to the elderly population. 23% of the Syrians interviewed
said they had at least one disabled person, or people in need of
care due to old age, in the family or in the household. It has also
been confirmed that these findings are consistent with the rates
published by the UN (25%).

One of the most important issues in the debate about the
Syrian population in Turkey is their socio-economic situation. The
point that should be initially be mentioned in this regard is that
almost all of the Syrians in Gaziantep (around 98%) are
attempting to live in rented flats. It also appears that most live in
shanty-houses and apartment flats. The size of their houses also
gives an idea of their living conditions: 40% live in 2-room
houses and 36% live in three-room houses. The most striking
result is the proportion of people living in 1 and 4-room houses.
It is clear that more than 10% live in single-room houses
converted from shops, while 12.5% of them live in 4-room
houses. It should also be emphasized that multi-room houses
often mean that there is more than one family living in the same
household. It should be remembered that the data obtained
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from the research field is largely from neighborhoods made up
of the middle and lower income groups of Gaziantep.

54% of the Syrians pay between 250-499 Turkish liras rent
per month, while about 30% pay between 500-749 Turkish liras.
Around 5% pay 1000 TL and above for rent. This gives us an idea
of the socio-economic composition of the Syrian population.
Syrians spend most of their money on paying the rent, water,
electricity and phone bills, with less money being spent on health
and education. Another fact that supports this finding is the
common use of neighborhood groceries and bazaars by Syrians
in narrow income brackets to meet their daily needs. This is due
to such places being more affordable and them offering more
opportunities for the establishment of closer social relations.
More than 60% state that they prefer neighborhood groceries
and bazaars for shopping, instead of going to supermarkets and
shopping malls. Another conclusion that can be drawn on this
topic is the fact that the Syrian population in Gaziantep have
established their own supply chains. 96% of Syrians state that
they were able to access Syrian products in Gaziantep. Indeed,
such a high rate also has to do with Gaziantep's not only
geographical, but also historical and cultural ties with Aleppo.

Nearly 90% of the Syrians in Gaziantep do not own motor
vehicles. This demonstrates the limited assets they were able to
bring from Syria, and the conditions they have faced since
arriving in Turkey.

The proportion of Syrians with specialization, diploma or a
certificate is around 13%. This reflects the striking results
obtained concerning work and employment status: Nearly 60%
of the Syrians interviewed are unable to work due to various
reasons; while the self-employed proportion is around 9%. 24%
do paid work. When one looks at the changes in employment
and employment duration, 42% of the Syrians in Gaziantep have
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more than one job, while 58% still work in their first job. One of
the most discussed issues is their employment and insurance
situation. The field study shows that nearly 90% of Syrians work
without insurance, and so do not have related security. 80% are
employed in the private sector, and 81% have full-time jobs.
Approximately two-thirds (62%) of the Syrians living in Gaziantep
work in permanent jobs, while 38% are employed in seasonal or
temporary jobs. On this basis, it is possible to draw the
conclusion that the Syrians are mostly integrated into work,
business and the production processes in Gaziantep. This is
partly due to a strong network of work and employment. Nearly
18% of the Syrians interviewed state that they have found jobs
with the help of government agencies or through their
acquaintances in Gaziantep, while the proportion of those who
say they have found work through their Syrian acquaintances or
on their own is almost 80%.

Some of the most striking results were obtained while
collecting data on work and employment conditions. The
challenges of being a refugee, as well as many factors such as
competition in working life, manifest themselves in wages.
However, it should be added that 33% of the Syrians state that
they have negotiated with their employer about their wages, and
that nearly 90% of those negotiating their wages are male. There
is a general tendency among Syrians to adapt to their work
conditions and not to raise objections or make complaints.

When we asked the subjects about the factors affecting
their prospects of employment, they responded that speaking
the language (41%), the prejudice against the Syrians (56%), not
having any friends (57%), a lack of experience (63%) and a lack of
education (68%) were extremely limiting factors. These results
show us that the Syrian workforce is predominantly employed in
manual jobs that do not require any qualifications, rather than in
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qualified jobs that require knowledge of the language and work
experience.

Another important result obtained from work and
employment conditions was that only one person works in 61.6%
of the households, while two people work in 27% of the
households. In 70% of the households, fathers and their children
are employed, while mothers work in 3% of the households; and
other relatives are also employed in about 20% of the
households.

On the basis of this work and employment pattern, 67% of
Syrian families have a monthly average income of 1404 Turkish
liras or less, while 17% of them earn between 1405-1999 Turkish
liras. Only about 11% have an income of between 2000-2999
Turkish liras and only 3.6% have an income of between 3000 and
5000 Turkish liras. It is therefore understandable, in view of these
figures, that only a few of the Syrians (5%) have credit cards
(credit card ownership is also clearly related to having a
citizenship ID and income levels). It has also been found that
Syrians on the bottom rung of the income ladder, and therefore
struggling with poverty, ask their relatives (54%) and friends
(36.4%) for debt when they need it, with around 53% stating that
they have debts/trying to eke out a living on debt. The frequency
of the use of municipal buses and minibuses in urban transport is
also related to income.

It is known that a majority of the public debates on Syrians,
and those in the press, center around the social aid being
handed out to Syrians. However, the results of the research are
worth pondering, with about 63% of the Syrians in Gaziantep
saying there receive no financial aid, 70% saying they receive no
medical aid, 86% saying they receive no educational support and
about 99% saying they get no psychological support or
assistance. These conclusions therefore reveal that the negative
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comments often made on some platforms towards Syrian
refugees and migrants are unfounded. It is also a point worth
considering that almost all of the migrants have suffered serious
physical and mental trauma, such as war and violence, and have
been given no psychological support.

55% of the problems encountered in daily life relate to
language, and about 50% to work and unemployment. Moreover,
about 50% of the Syrians living in Gaziantep have no close
friends. These results are noteworthy in terms of demonstrating
that even in an outward-looking city such as Gaziantep, which is
open to changes in work, employment, accommodation,
interaction, and culinary habits, the distance in social relations
persist, despite the high demographic density. These results also
underline what policy makers should pay attention to in terms of
future adaptation and mutual change.

One of the most discussed and controversial aspects is the
issue of the future of Syrians in Turkey. The survey asked the
Syrians in Gaziantep whether they had any intention of returning
to their homeland. 56% stated that they wanted to return to Syria
when conditions had improved, while 44% say they did not. In
terms of their relocation desires and plans, 56% of the Syrians
want to go back to Syria, about 13% want to go to another
country, 10% to another neighborhood, and another 10% want
to move to another city. Nearly 70% of the Syrians (including
those wishing to return to Syria) wish to leave Turkey. The
respondents were also asked about their current citizenship
status. 3.6% of the subjects interviewed said they had Turkish
citizenship, 9% said their applications were still being processed,
51.5% said they had not applied but had considered doing so,
while 35.9% said they had never considered applying for Turkish
citizenship. It was also found that only 18% of the people
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interviewed had a family member or relative with Turkish
citizenship.

According to data obtained from field research conducted
in the neighborhoods, 727 marriages had taken place in Turkey
in their households or families. This distribution also reveals data
on immigration, settlement, traditional patriarchal values and
women's open or closed social roles. Nearly 57% of those who
had got married are females. Approximately 74% of the 727
marriages had taken place amongst the Syrians themselves.
However, 24% had gotten married with the indigenous Turkish
population in Gaziantep, which is a noteworthy figure, as is that
the proportion of Syrian women marrying Turkish men is higher
than Syrian men marrying Turkish women.

Neighborhood behavioral patterns are one of the most
important indicators of social relations, interaction and mutual
change in the neighborhoods. In very general terms, when asked
for their opinions of their neighbors, Syrians responded with
almost similar rates (63 and 64%) that they were satisfied with
their neighbors and had good relations with them. But the
answers to questions about the behavioral and concrete aspects
of being neighbors show that there is actually very little contact.

The survey also included questions on public security,
safety and official public organizations. According to the results,
around 70% of Syrians go to public institutions to handle
residency issues or get an ID; 21% apply to courts to file a lawsuit
or make a claim for their personal grievances, while only 6.5%
have been summoned to court as a defendant. These results
demonstrate how unfounded are the claims which associate
deteriorating public order with the Syrians.
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Béliimii tarafindan Gaziantep’te yasayan Suriyelilerin yasam kosullarini arastirmak
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mahremiyetinize doniik herhangi bir soru sorulmayacaktir.
Bizimle goriismeyi kabul ettiginiz icin tesekkiir ederiz.

Mehmet Nuri GULTEKIN
Béliim Baskani

Grup No:

Anket No:

Mahalle

Goriisme yeri:

Goriisme tarihi:

Adi Soyadi Imza

Goriismeci 1

Goriismeci 2

Goriismeci 3

Cevirmen:




Demografik Bilgiler

1. Cinsiyet O Erkek | O Kadin

2. Yas

3. Medeni durum O Evii | [ Bekar | [J Bosanmis [J Esini Kaybetmis
4. Kag cocugunuz var (Evliyse)?

5. Ailenizde Turkiye'de dogan var mi? | [J Yok | EJ Var.ccccesccce

6. Egitim diizeyiniz nedir?

[J Okuma Yazma yok | O Okuryazar | O ilkokul | O Ortadgretim | O Universite | O Lisansist

7. Suriye’'deki hangi sehirden/vilayetten geldiniz? | .................................

8. Suriye’de yasadiginiz yer | 0 Koy | [ Kasaba/llce | [ Sehir | [ Diger..coceneceveeecenes

9. Hangi yil Tiirkiye'ye geldiniz?

10. Kag yildir Gaziantep'tesiniz?

11. Kaldiginiz mahalle?

12. Hanede yasayan aile sayisi?

13. Hanede yasayan kisi sayisi?

14. Aileniz kimlerden olusuyor?

15. Gaziantep'te yasayan baska akrabaniz var m? O Yok VAl

16. Baska yerde (diger sehirlerde) yasayan akrabaniz var mi? | [J Yok O Varccccccs

17. Ailenin Tiirkge bilme diizeyi

Hig bilmez Biraz bilir iyi bilir Cok iyi bilir
Kendisi O O O O
Anne O O O O
Baba O O O O
Es O O O a
Cocuk 17 O O O O
Cocuk 2 O O O O
Cocuk 3 O O O O

18. Tiirkiye vatandashgi aldiniz mi?

[J Evet | [J Basvurdum, bekliyorum [0 Hentiz bagvurmadim, dustiniyorum [ Hayir, disinmiyorum

19. Ailenizden/akrabalarinizdan hig Tiirkiye vatandashg: alan oldu mu?

O Hayir | O Evet (kimler aldi?) ...ooovcoveieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee

" Birden fazla cocuk varsa Cocuk 1 en biytk olacak sekilde siralayin. 3'ten fazla cocuk varsa tabloya ek yapin.
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Sosyo - Ekonomik Durum

20. Kaldigimiz | [ Kira

| OKendievi |

[ Evsiz 0 Kamp

21. Yasadiginiz ev tipi

O Mustakil | [0 Apartman/kat

[J Dukkan/depo

22. Eviniz kag odali??

01 | o2 |

03 04

23. Kiraci ise kira gideri .....

24. Evde calisir durumdaki elektronik esya sayisi

0

3 ve lzeri

v

a

Buzdolabi

Camasir makinesi

Bulasik makinesi

Cep telefonu

Bilgisayar/tablet

Ev telefonu

g|g|ojg|ojg|g

giojojgiojg|go|-=
goiojoojg|olms

giojojg|ojg

25. Biitcenizi en ¢ok ne zorluyor? ®

OKira | O saghk

| [J Faturalar | O Giyim | O Mutfak

0 Egitim

26. Giinliik aligverisinizi nereden yaparsiniz? ®

[J Semt pazari | [J Bakkal

I 0O AVM | [J Seyyar Satici

[ Diger: cceveeeeeicieenee

27. Ekmek, kahve gibi Suriye’ye 6zgii liriinleri burada bulabiliyor musunuz?

O Hayir [J Evet

28. Suriye iiriinlerini nerede buluyorsunuz? ...................c.........

29. Araciniz var mi?

| [ Yok

| [ Araba

O Minibus

[J Diger:

30. Suriye’de aldiginiz bir uzmanhginiz/sertifikaniz var mi?

J Yok

O var

31. Calisma durumunuz nedir?

[ Bir iste Ucretli olarak

calistyorum

[J Daha &nce calisiyordum su anda issizim. Issizlik nedeni®

................. (33. soruya

[0 Kendi isimde calisiyorum (41. soruya geginiz)

[0 Aramama ragmen simdiye kadar Tirkiye'de bir is bulamadim (42. soruya geginiz)

O Calisamiyorum. Cunkd, °

(43. soruya geginiz)

32. Tiirkiye'de kacinci isinizde galisiyorsunuz? | O ilk isim

[0 Daha 6nce baska bir iste calistim

33. Calistiginiz isteki pozisyonunuz? | [ Sigortali isci [ Sigortasiz isci | [ Yonetici/Mudir
[ Diger ...cccvvuveeinee

34. Calistiginiz alan? O Kamu kurumu | O Ozel sektor O Uluslararasi | O Diger..........
35. Calisma sekliniz? O Yari zamanh [0 Tam zamanh

36. Yaptiginiz ig? [ Sarekli [0 Gegici/mevsimlik

37. Bu isinizi nasil buldunuz? | O isci bulma kurumu | O Suriyeli tanidiklar | O Tarkiyeli

[0 Kendim buldum [ Aracilar [ o =T

38. s isterken iicretiniz konusunda isverenle pazarlik yaptiniz mi? | [ Evet | 0O Hayir

39. Verilen licreti begenmezseniz ne yaparsiniz?

O Ek bir is bulmaya calisinm O itiraz etmem O Isi birakinm | (I[N 1o =Y O

40. Hig isvereninizle miinakasa ettiniz mi?

O Hayir

41. Hangi iste calisiyorsunuz?

2 Mutfak, banyo, tuvalet harig

3 Kendi istegiyle mi ayrildigini, yoksa istemedigi halde isten mi ¢ikarildigini sorun. Bosluga isten ayrilma sebebini

yazin.

4 By sikki yanitlayanlar icin 33. sorudan 37. soruya kadar olan sorularda katiimcinin en son yaptigi isi

sorulacaktir.

> Kisi saglik sorunlar ylziinden, 6grenci oldugu igin, maddi durumu iyi oldugu icin calismiyor olabilir bu tarz
nedenleri sorun. Bosluga nedeni yazin.
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42. Sizin icin Turkiye'de is bulmayi zorlastirmada hangi faktorler ne kadar etkilidir?

Etkili degil Etkili Cok etkili
Dil problemi yasama | O a
Suriyelilere karsi 6nyargi | a |
is tecriibesi eksikligi O O O
Egitim eksikligi d a a
Tanidik olmamasi a a |

43. Ailenizde calisan sayisi:

44. Kimler calisiyor? 0 Anne (] Baba | [ Cocuklar | 0 Diger..ceeerrecinns

45. Ailenin aylik geliri (TL) 00 1-1404 | O 1405-1999 | [ 2000-2999 | ] 3000-4999 | [J 5000 -

46. Herhangi bir kurum ya da sahistan maddi yardim aliyor musunuz?

[0 Hig almadim | 1 Daha 6nce aldim simdi almiyorum | [J Yeni almaya | [ Sarekli

47. Maddi destek disinda almis oldugunuz destek varsa, bunlar nelerdir? ®

0 Saghk | O Egitim | O Psikolojik | O Diger oo
48. Kredi kartiniz var mi? | O var | [0 Yok (50. soruya geginiz)
49. Kredi kartiyla aylik ortalama ne kadar alisveris yaparsiniz? ..................cccccocovnnne. TL
50. Acil para ihtiyaci oldugunda kimlerden borg istersiniz? @
[J Akrabalar [ Suriyeli tanidiklar | [J Tarkiyeli tanidiklar | [J Bankalar | [ Diger .ccovveeveeenn.
51. Hi¢ borcunuz var mi? O var | O Yok (53. soruya geciniz)
52. Kime borcunuz var? ® [J Devlet | [J Banka | O Esnaf | [ Tarkiyeli tanidik
[J Suriyeli tanidik [0 Diger .cccovvecvrunne
53. Sehir ici ulagim araglarindan hangisini ne siklikla kullanirsiniz?

Kullanmam Ara sira Sik sik
Belediye otobus O O O
Tramvay O O |
Taksi O O O
Ozel Araba O O O
Bisiklet/Motosiklet ] O a
Diger.....c...... O O |

Toplumsal iliskiler

54. Gaziantep'te en ¢ok karsilastiginiz sorunlar nelerdir? ®

01 Dil | O issizlik O Gavenlik | O Diger. s

55. Hi¢ samimi oldugunuz Tiirkiyeli arkadasiniz var mi? | J Yok | O Bir kisi [J Birden fazla kisi

56. imkaniniz olsa hangisini yapmak istersiniz?

Hayir Evet Evetse, nereye Evetse, neden
Suriye'ye donmek isterim O O
Baska bir tlkeye gitmek isterim O |
Baska bir mahalleye gitmek isterim O O
Baska bir sehre gitmek isterim O O

57. Ailenizden Tiirkiye'de okula giden kimse var mi?

O Vvar

[ Yok (59. soruya geginiz)
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58. Ailede okula giden cocuk sayisi (Tabloya sayi giriniz)

Devlet okulu Ozel okul
Kiz Erkek Kiz Erkek
Anaokulu/Kres
ilkokul
Ortaokul
Lise
Universite

59. Gaziantep ili disina ¢ikar misiniz? | [J Ara sira

| [ Sik sik | [ Hayir (61

. soruya geginiz)

60. Sehir disina gitme amaciniz

| O Es-Dost ziyaretleri | Ols | O Tatil

| [ Diger

61. Ailenizden Tiirkiye'de evlenen oldu mu? (Cevap evetse, tabloyu sayi belirterek doldurunuz)

Evlenilen kisi
Evlenen aile bireyi Akraba Suriyeli yabanci Turkiyeli biri Diger....cocvunn.
Kadin | L e e
Erkek | e
62. Bos zamanlarinizi nerede, ne siklikla gegirirsiniz?
Hi¢ gitmem Ara sira giderim Sik sik giderim

AVM | a |
Park /Piknik yerleri O O O
Es-dost evi O O O
Kahvehane/Café | | a
il disi O O O
Diger ............. | | a
63. Kimlerle ne siklikla goriisiirsiiniiz?

Bazen Ara sira Sik sik
Arkadas O O O
Akraba O | a
Komsu O O O
Diger.......... (] O O
64. Herhangi bir kursa katiliyor musunuz? | [ Hayir LI Evet e
65. Suriye’'de kalan akraba, dost var mi? O Hayir [J Evet

66. Suriye’deki dostlarinizdan hangi kanallarla haber aliyorsunuz?

| O Haber Alamiyorum

O Telefon

| O internet

| O Aracilar

| [J Diger

67. Suriye’deki olaylari hangi araglarla takip edersiniz?

| [ Takip etmiyorum

O Telefon | aTv

| O internet |

[J Radyo

| O Diger.

68. TV'de hangi programlari ne sikhkla izlersiniz?

izlemem Ara sira izlerim Cok izlerim
Eglence/Sov O O O
Film/Dizi O O |
Spor O O O
Haber O O |
Belgesel O | |
Diger........... O O O
69. En cok hangi medya araclarini kullanirsiniz?
Kullanmam Bazen Sik sik

Arapca TV O O O
Arapca Radyo O O O
Turkce TV O O O
Turkce Radyo O | a
Diger....... O d a
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Komsuluk

70. Gaziantepli komsularinizla araniz iyi midir?

O Herkesle iyi

[ Bazilanyla iyi

[ Herkesle kot

O iligkimiz yok

[J Gaziantepli komsumuz yok (74. Soruya geginiz)

71. Gaziantepli komsularinizin size karsi tutumu nasildir?

Ara sira

Sik sik Acgiklama

Bize pisirdikleri yemekten getirirler

|

|

Bakliyat, seker, cay gibi gida yardiminda bulunurlar

Elbise yardiminda bulunurlar

Ev esyasi yardiminda bulunurlar

Kirtasiye yardiminda bulunurlar

Para yardiminda bulunurlar

Dil konusunda (evrak doldurma, basvuru) yardimci olurlar

Arabalariyla bir yere birakirlar

Evlerine davet ederler

Dugun, stinnet mevlit gibi térenlere davet ederler

Gezilere, piknige davet ederler

Birlikte dolagsmaya, alisveris yapmaya davet ederler

Cocuklarimiz sokakta birlikte oynarlar

Hastalarimiz icin ziyarete gelirler

Oliilerimizin yasina katilirlar

Yabanci biriyle sorun yasasak bize destek olurlar

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD%

gg|jojgo|iojo|ojojo|jojo|jbjojo|o

gig|ojg|ojg|ojgjg|ojg|jo|jg|o|g

72. Gaziantepli komsularinizla samimiyetiniz nasildir?

Ara sira

Sik sik Aciklama

Onlara pisirdigimiz yemegimizden veririz

|

|

Gaziantepli komsularimiz evimize oturmaya gelirler

Dugin, stinnet, mevlit gibi davetlerimize katilirlar

Onlari gezi ya da pikniklerimize davet ederiz

Onlari birlikte dolasmaya, alisveris yapmaya davet ederiz

Komsularimizin hastalarini ziyarete gideriz

Komsularimizdan birisinin yakini 6ltince yasina katiliriz

Komsularimiz yabancilarla sorun yasarsa onlari savunuruz

ojlojojo|o|o|o|o|®

ojg|iojo|ojo|o

ojg|io|jg|ojg|o

73. Gazianteplilerle olan komsuluk iliskilerinden memnun musunuz?

[J Hi¢ memnun degilim

| [0 Memnun degilim | 00 Memnunum

| O Gok

74. Suriyeli komsularinizla araniz iyi midir?

[J Herkesle iyi | [ Bazilanyla iyi | [J Herkesle koti

O iliskimiz yok

[ Suriyeli komsumuz yok (77. Soruya geginiz)

75. Suriyeli komsularinizin size karsi tutumu nasildir?

Ara sira

Sik sik

Aciklama

Bize pisirdikleri yemekten getirirler

O

O

Bakliyat, seker, cay gibi gida yardiminda bulunurlar

Elbise yardiminda bulunurlar

Ev esyasi yardiminda bulunurlar

Kirtasiye yardiminda bulunurlar

Para yardiminda bulunurlar

Arabalariyla bir yere birakirlar

Evlerine davet ederler

Dugiln/stiinnet mevlit vs. davet ederler

o|o|o|o|jo|o|o|jo|o|o|E

Gezilere, piknige davet ederler

gig|ojg|ojg|g|ojg

og|iojo|ojgojo|ojg
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Birlikte dolagsmaya, alisveris yapmaya davet ederler

Cocuklarimiz sokakta birlikte oynarlar

Hastalarimiz icin ziyarete gelirler

Oliilerimizin yasina katilirlar

oo|ojd

Yabanci biriyle sorun yasasak bize destek olurlar

gojg|o|o

|

oooo|o

76. Suriyeli komsularinizla olan iligkilerinizden memnun musunuz?

0 Hig memnun degilim 00 Memnun degilim

[J Memnunum

[ Cok memnunum

77. Hic mahkeme ya da karakola isiniz diistii mii?

[ Evet

0 Hayir

78. Mahkeme ya da karakola gitme nedeniniz nedir? ®

O Ehliyet, kimlik, tapu gibi bir muamele icin O Davali oldum | O Tanik/bilirkisi oldum O Davaci oldum

79. Ailenizde engelli ya da bakima muhtac¢ kimse var mi? | [ Var (Tabloyu doldurun) [0 Yok

Kadin

Erkek

Zihinsel engelli

Dogustan fiziksel engelli

Kaza, savas vs. dolayi engelli

Yasliiga bagh engelli

Bize zaman ayirip sorularimiza cevap verdiginiz icin tesekkiir ederiz.

Goriismeci Notlari:
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